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The  Search  for  Christian  Gobrecht's  Birthplace  and 

Final  Resting  Place 

by 

Bill  Bugert 

Beginning  with  a  gift  of  a  Seated  lialf  dollar  from  my  maternal  grandmother,  my 
interest  in  early  silver  coinage  has  progressed  to  where  I  extensively  collect  and 
research  coins  with  the  Liberty  Seated  design,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  on  American 
coinage.  As  fate  would  have  it,  I  now  live  within  25  miles  of  where  Christian  Gobrecht, 
the  designer  of  these  coins,  was  born.  These  two  circumstances  led  me  to  capitalize 
on  my  curiosity  to  seek  out  more  information  on  the  life  of  Christian  Gobrecht.  Past 
issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  have  presented  short  biographies  and  provided 
background  information  on  the  life  of  this  famous  designer  from  the  19'^  century. 
Recent  research  by  Len  Augsburger  has  provided  additional  information  on  the 
work,  life,  and  times  of  Christian  Gobrecht.  I  have  decided  to  expand  on  this  research 
by  searching  for  and  documenting  the  exact  locations  where  Christian  Gobrecht  was 
born  and  where  he  was  buried.  In  this  article,  I  will  present  what  I  have  been  able  to 
find  from  research  of  local  sources  and  actual  terrain  walks. 

Knowing  that  children  were  home-born  in  the  late  1700s,  I  figured  I  needed  to 
know  where  the  Gobrecht  family  resided  when  Christian  was  born.  I  have  learned 
that  Christian  Gobrecht  was  born  in  Hanover,  Pennsylvania  on  December  23, 1785 
as  the  seventh  child  and  6*^  son  of  the  Reverend  John  Christopher  Gobrecht  and 
Elizabeth  (Sands)  Gobrecht.  At  the  time  of  Christian's  birth,  the  Reverend  John 
Gobrecht  was  a  distinguished  clergyman  who  presided  over  a  30  square  mile 
congregation  in  and  around  Hanover,  Pennsylvania.  I  have  provided  a  likeness  of 
Christian  and  his  father  John  but  I  was  unable  to  find  a  likeness  of  his  mother.  I  did 
however  find  an  image  of  the  family  coat  of  arms. 


Rev.  John  Christopher  Gobrecht  Christian  Gobrecht 
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I  started  my  research  in  the  old  "Pennsylvania  Records  Room"  at  the  newly  built 
Guthrie  Hanover  Public  Library  where  I  returned  four  different  times.  I  found  a  wealth 
of  information;  books,  maps,  and  the  Hanover-born  elderly  volunteer  ladies  who 
were  more  than  helpful.  I  additionally  spent  time  with  the  Hanover  Area  Historical 
Society.  Staffed  almost  entirely  by  volunteers,  they  went  out  of  their  way  to  help  me. 
I  was  sent  on  some  fruitless  but  interesting  leads;  for  example,  I  spent  many  hours 
searching  on  foot  for  the  "Old  Gobrecht  Homestead"  which  I  did  find  but  later 
determined  it  wasn't  quite  old  enough.  I  also  walked  many  churches,  cemeteries, 
and  graveyards  with  minimal  success. 

In  the  end,  the  first  cemetery  I  visited  turned  out  to  be  the  key,  the  old  Emmanuel 
Reformed  Church  cemetery.  Three  important  pieces  of  information  finally  led  me  on 
the  correct  path: 

1.  Christian  Gobrecht  was  born  in  Hanover,  Pennsylvania. 

2.  The  Gobrecht  Family  histories  explain  that  John  Christopher  Gobrecht  "...ac- 
cepted the  call  to  the  Hanover  charge  in  1 779  that  included  Hanover,  Christ  Church 
(which  was  the  old  Conewago),  Abbottstown,  and  Bermudian.  Here  he  labored  27 
years. "  This  turned  out  to  be  most  important  because  only  one  of  these  locations  is 
within  the  borough  of  Hanover,  the  same  location  as  Christian's  birthplace.  The 
Hanover  church  mentioned  is  the  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  whose  history  states 
that  John  Christopher  Gobrecht  was  its  pastor  from  1779  to  1807  and  the  church's 
graveyard,  now  a  municipal  park  along  School  Avenue,  marks  the  plot  of  land  for  that 
old  church,  parsonage,  and  school.  The  church  was  razed  and  moved  several  city 
blocks  in  1856  but  the  church's  brick  parsonage  remained.  This  parsonage,  initially 
a  log  building  but  razed  and  rebuilt  in  brick  on  the  same  location  in  the  1810s,  was 
the  home  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Gobrecht  and  was  Christian  Gobrecht's  birthplace. 

3.  The  1860  Shearer's  Map  of  York  County,  PA  includes  a  detailed  map  of  the 
buildings  in  the  borough  of  Hanover.  I  found  this  map  in  the  Hanover  library  and  on 
that  map  are  the  old  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  cemetery  and  the  parsonage.  A 
portion  of  that  map  with  my  enhancements  for  the  cemetery  and  parsonage  is  shown. 


1860  Shearer's  Map  of  York  County,  PA 
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Now  I  had  to  find  that  location  on  the  ground.  This  was  the  easiest  task;  the 
cemetery  is  well  known  for  its  history  and  easily  found  in  downtown  Hanover  along 
School  and  York  Streets  behind  the  present  day  Trinity  United  Church  of  Christ.  The 
photograph  is  of  the  cemetery  in  the  background  and  the  location  of  the  old 
parsonage  where  Christian  Gobrecht  was  born  is  on  the  left. 


Entrance  to  Old  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  Cemetery 


Old  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  Cemetery  with  Location  of 

Old  Parsonage  on  Left 
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John  and  Elizabeth  Gobrecht  were  interred  in  this  cemetery  as  shown  on  the 
massive  cemetery  marker.  The  cemetery's  gravestones  were  heavily  vandalized  and 
the  exact  location  of  their  graves  cannot  be  determined;  most  of  the  gravestones 
leaning  on  edge  in  the  foreground  are  Gobrecht  family  members'. 
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Cemetery  Marker  in  Old  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  Cemetery 


Vandalized  Gravestones  in  Old  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  Cemetery 


In  passing,  this  cemetery  is  also  an  historically  significant  location  for  the 
interment  of  Civil  War  soldiers  who  fought  in  the  Battle  of  Hanover  in  June  1 863,  just 
prior  to  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  some  25  miles  away.  The  scan  of  an  1864 
photograph  depicts  workers  in  the  old  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  cemetery 
relocating  soldiers'  remains;  if  the  photographer  had  swung  his  camera  to  the  left  we 
would  have  had  an  early  photograph  of  the  parsonage  and  Christian  Gobrecht's 
birthplace. 
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Workers  Relocating  Remains  in  Old  Emmanuel  Reformed  Church  Cemetery 

The  Gobrecht  family  still  has  a  very  large  presence  in  the  Hanover  area.  The  2008 
local  telephone  book  lists  no  less  than  33  Gobrechts  and  businesses  with  the 
Gobrecht  name  frequent  the  area.  Fortunately,  with  such  a  large  presence  and  with 
a  proud  heritage,  the  Gobrecht  family  started  family  reunions  in  1923  and  docu- 
mented its  extensive  family  history  in  published  reference  books.  These  books  were 
a  great  research  aid. 

With  Christian's  birthplace  evident,  I  wanted  to  find  his  final  resting  place.  I 
searched  for  an  obituary  and  found  only  this  article  taken  from  the  Hanover  Spectator, 
dated  January  19,1 888.  "A  Noted  Hanover  Engraver:  It  is  probably  known  to  but  few 
of  our  older  people  that  Hanover  was  the  birthplace  of  one  of  the  most  noted 
engravers  that  ever  filled  that  important  position  in  the  United  States  Mint  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  person  of  Christian  Gobrecht,  who  was  appointed  December  21 , 
1840,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  the  chief  engraver,  William  Kneass. 
Mr.  Gobrecht  was  born  in  Hanover,  December  23,  1785,  was  a  son  of  Rev.  John 
Christopher  Gobrecht,  one  of  the  old  pioneer  settlers  and  father  of  the  late  well- 
known  William  Gobrecht,  esq.,  who  died  some  25  or  30  years  ago.  Mr.  Gobrecht  left 
Hanover  for  Philadelphia  in  181 1 ,  where  he  was  an  engraver  of  bank  notes,  seals, 
calico  printers  rolls,  bookbinders  dies,  etc.,  in  which  he  attained  great  distinction, 
which  led  to  his  receiving  the  appointment  of  assistant  to  Mr.  Kneass  at  the  Mint  in 
1836,  in  which  capacity  he  executed  some  important  work.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
Kneass  in  1 840  he  was  promoted  to  chief  engraver,  and  continued,  in  office  until  his 
death  on  July  22,  1844." 

Many  different  sources  indicate  that  he  was  buried  in  Monument  Cemetery, 
Philadelphia  after  his  death,  but  he  was  not  to  rest  there  in  peace.  In  1955,  the 
Philadelphia  courts  were  concerned  with  the  deterioration  and  dilapidated  condition 
of  this  historic  burial  ground  which  was  inconveniently  located  adjacent  to  Temple 
University  at  Broad  and  Berks  Streets.  Lawnview  Cemetery,  Rockledge,  PA,  a 
northeastern  suburb  of  Philadelphia,  submitted  a  plan  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  for 
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the  removal  and  reinterment  of  approximately  26,000  bodies  from  the  Monument 
Cemetery.  Lawnview's  plan  was  accepted  and  the  graves  were  relocated  to 
Lawnview's  Memorial  Park  section.  The  vacated  ground  of  the  old  Monument 
Cemetery  was  sold  to  Temple  University  and  the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Education. 

Finding  this  information  on  the  internet  prevented  a  wasted  trip  to  downtown 
Philadelphia.  During  the  fall  of  2007,  my  very  understanding  wife  and  I  headed  to 
Lawnview  Cemetery  with  the  hopes  of  finding  Christian's  grave.  The  cemetery  was 
easy  to  find  but  after  a  few  hours  of  fruitless  searching  of  old  gravestones  and  with 
no  help  from  the  cemetery  office  that  was  closed  that  day,  we  were  unable  to  find  his 
grave.  Frustrated,  I  decided  to  investigate  what  I  thought  to  be  an  expansive  open 
field.  This  open  field  turned  out  to  be  a  large  gravesite  area  that  I  hoped  might  include 
Christian's  grave.  Small  brass  plaques  were  uniformly  laid  out  in  many  rows; 
unfortunately,  the  plaques  had  all  settled  a  few  inches  below  grade  and  grass  had 
grown  over  the  names.  After  about  an  hour  of  scraping  dirt  and  grass  away  from  the 
plaques,  I  realized  that  I  had  pushed  the  limits  of  my  wife's  patience  in  search  of 
Christian's  grave.  We  gave  up  knowing  that  there  were  about  26,000  graves  in  the 
field  and  that  it  would  be  an  overwhelming  task  to  find  one  particular  grave  in  such 
a  vast  area.  This  turned  out  to  be  a  good  decision  because  we  later  learned  that  we 
were  looking  in  the  wrong  section!  I  took  many  photographs  of  the  cemetery  and 
decided  to  call  and  write  the  cemetery  office  for  further  information. 

For  a  small  fee,  the  cemetery  office  was  quick  to  respond  with  additional  details 
to  my  written  request.  Their  letter  said  that  a  single  brass  plaque  labeled  "GOBRECHT" 
in  the  Broad  Lawn  Section  26,  lot  136,  section  B,  marks  grave  97;  interred  in  this 
single  grave  are  the  remains  of  Christian  Gobrecht,  his  wife  Mary  Gobrecht,  his 
daughter  Rebecca  M.  Gobrecht,  and  his  son  Charles  Gobrecht.  The  exact  location 
of  Grave  97  was  not  depicted  on  the  map  so  that  meant  another  trip  to  Rockledge. 

In  the  spring  2008, 1  headed  back  this  time  when  the  cemetery  office  was  open  so 
I  could  ask  for  assistance.  Arriving  on  location,  I  showed  my  letter  to  them  and  asked 
for  help.  Eric,  a  cemetery  employee,  was  quick  to  state  that  it  should  be  easy  to  find 


Location  of  Gobrecht  Family  Gravesite  at  Lawnview  Memorial  Park 
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the  grave.  He  drove  me  to  the  location,  and,  with  a  shovel  to  remove  the  overgrown 
grass  and  dirt,  found  the  grave  marker  on  the  first  try.  I  asked  what  happened  to  the 
original  headstones.  He  said  that  when  the  graves  were  moved,  if  a  living  relative 
could  not  be  located,  most  headstones  were  destroyed  and  a  brass  plaque  was  used 
to  mark  the  gravesite.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Hanover  Gobrechts  were  not 
contacted,  otherwise  Christian's  original  stone  may  still  mark  his  grave. 

I've  included  a  scan  of  a  portion  of  the  cemetery's  hand  drawn  map  with  an  "X" 
to  annotate  the  approximate  location  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  gravesite  for  others 
who  may  wish  to  pay  respects.  My  photographs  depict  his  gravesite  area  and  a  close 
up  of  the  brass  plaque  that  is  faintly  visible  in  the  foreground  of  the  scenic  view. 


Brass  Plaque  at  Gobrecht  Family  Gravesite 
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Although  this  article  is  primarily  a  story  of  my  search  for  historical  sites,  I  hope  that 
the  reader  finds  it  interesting  and  informative.  After  writing  this  article  and  my  recent 
article  on  ML  Beistle,  I  have  found  that  I  thoroughly  enjoy  researching  the  history  of 
prominent  numismatic  figures.  For  comments  or  questions  about  the  material  in  this 
article,  I  can  be  reached  at  wb8cpy@arrl.net. 
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RICH  UHRICH  RARE  U.S.  COINS  INC. 


HALF  DIMES 

1846     VG-8   $1150 

1867     PCGSPR-61    1000 

1867     AG  obv/Good  rev   525 

DIMES 

1846     EF,  cleaned   $1400 

1846     VF-35    1250 

1846     VF-20    975 

1856-S  VF,  obverse  scrape   695 

1856-S  Fine   600 

1858-S  EF,  light  roughness   975 

1858-  S  VF,  light  cleaning   775 

1859-  S  Fine,  scratch    595 

1860-  O  EF,  cleaned   3000 

1860-  O  VF   1500 

1861-  S  AU,  rim  filed  slightly    700 

1867      PCGSPR64CAM   1395 

1870-S   EF-40+   850 

1878-CCAU   995 

1879      EF   525 

1881      EF   500 

1885-S  VG-10+    1175 

QUARTERS 

1843-0  Large  0,  EF,  cleaned    $2450 

1853     NA,  PGGSF-15    3500 

1855-0  UNO,  cleaned    3500 

1855-0  EF   725 

1859-S    2650 

1864-  S  VG   1050 

1865-  S  VFobv/EFrev   700 

1872-GCVG-10,  tiny  digs   2650 

1 873     NA  Closed  3,  NGC  PF62   1 200 

1 873  NA  Closed  3,  EF,  slightly  rough  1 800 

1875      PCGSPR62DCAM   1500 

1 875-CC  EF,  reverse  nick   975 

1878-S  AU,  rough,  old  cleaning   825 

1883  AU,  business  strike   700 

1884  EF-45,  business  strike   995 

1885  AU,  business  strike   625 


QUARTERS 

1887  VF,  business  strike   $675 

1888  AU-55,  business  strike    775 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841-  0  VF,  baseball  reverse   $1600 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  VF-25    2700 

1846     Over  Horizontal  6,  EF-45    850 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  VF    900 

1 849  Doubled  Date,  WB-1 02,  VG, 

cleaned   1800 

1850  VF-25    900 

1851  NGCAU58    2800 

1851      AU-50    2500 

1851  EF-45    2300 

1852  AU-50    1650 

1855-S  VF30/35    1700 

1870-  CC  VF-20    4950 

1871-  CCEF-40    2650 

1872-  CC  VF-20    575 

1873-  CCNA,  EF-40   2850 

1878-CCVF20/30    2950 

1886     MS-63,  proof  like   1500 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1846-0  NGCEF40   $825 

1853  EF-45  +   995 

1854  AU,  reverse  planchet  flaw   3500 

1856     EF,  obverse  marks    1350 

1862     VF-30,  rim  filed   1450 

1862     F-15,  marks   1150 

1872-CC  AU-50    9500 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874-  CCAU   $675 

1878  PCGSPR55    2000 

1 878-CC  AU,  obverse  dig   3250 

1879  ANACSPR61   1800 

1881  PR-60    1900 

1882  PR-61    2000 

1883  PCGSPR63    3450 


Rich  Uhrich  •  LSCC  #968 

Telephone:  (717)  533-2935  •  E-mail:  rlchuhrlchcolns@comcast.net 

Checks  or  money  orders  only.  Please  add  $6  postage  on  all  orders.  All  itenns  subject  to 
prior  sale.  10  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  All  coins  kept  in  bank  vaults. 

My  website  www.richuhrichicoins.com  has  pictures  of  EVERY  Seated  coin  for  sale.  Many 
other  coins  available  for  under  $100. 1  am  also  buying,  please  let  me  know  what  you  have. 
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Dominion  Grading  Service  Launched 


The  owners  of  DLRC  acquired  the  assets  of  the  PCI  grading  service  in  February 
2008  and  have  launched  a  new  numismatic  grading  and  authentication  company 
named  Dominion  Grading  Service,  or  DGS.  John  Feigenbaum,  President,  stated  that 
"we  had  initially  planned  to  keep  the  PCI  brand  name,  but  we  quickly  realized  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  overcome  the  confusion  that  would  ensue  as  we  endeavor 
to  recalibrate  the  PCI  grading  standards.  Therefore,  we  have  decided  to  discontinue 
the  PCI  brand  in  favor  of  an  all-new  grading  company  named  Dominion  Grading 
Service."  Dominion  will  be  using  the  same  holder  as  PCI,  but  that's  where  the 
similarities  end.  DGS  grading  will  be  based  on  strict  standards,  that  is  Photograde, 
for  circulated  coins.  On  mint  state  coinage,  DGS  will  grade  conservatively  with  a 
focus  on  eye  appeal,  freshness  of  surfaces  including  originality  and  marketability. 
Feigenbaum  continued,  "The  Company  is  a  fresh  start  for  us  in  creating  what  we 
hope  will  be  an  ideal  certification  service  designed  specifically  for  collector  submis- 
sions. We  are  not  looking  for  bulk  submitters  in  the  trade.  At  David  Lawrence  Rare 
Coins,  we've  had  the  good  fortune  to  deal  personally  with  thousands  of  collectors  for 
nearly  30  years  and  DGS  is  a  great  opportunity  to  bring  that  experience  to  the 
forefront  as  we  deliver  top-level  customer  service  and  conservative  grading  stan- 
dards. We  also  want  to  personalize  the  relationship  by  adding  innovative  services, 
the  same  way  we've  done  at  David  Lawrence  and  DLRC  Auctions."  DGS  has  already 
prepared  software  for  processing  orders.  Submissions  are  currently  being  accepted 
and  grading  officially  started  on  May  1^'.  Orders  will  be  processed  in  the  order 
received.  Some  of  the  innovative  concepts  at  DGS  are  as  follows: 

1 .  AuthentiVIEW:  DGS  is  introducing  a  new  service  called  AuthentiVIEW  which  is 
integral  to  the  submission  process.  All  coins  submitted  above  the  "Budget"  tier,  that 
is  valued  above  $1 00,  will  be  imaged.  This  image  will  serve  as  an  authentication  tool 
for  any  DGS  certified  coin.  Anyone  will  be  able  to  go  online,  enter  a  serial  number  and 
see  an  image  of  the  coin  in  the  holder  after  it  was  graded. 

2.  Visual  Population  Report:  DGS  will  be  the  first  grading  service  to  have  an 
entirely  visual  population  report  on  its  web  site.  Users  who  wish  to  look  up 
populations  will  be  able  to  see  the  AuthentiVIEW  images  of  all  the  coins  graded. 
Feigenbaum  states,  "We  anticipate  this  to  be  a  useful  tool  for  all  numismatists.  Just 
imagine  the  ability  to  see  every  1 901  -S  quarter  we've  certified.  This  visual  archive  will 
be  available  to  everyone."  The  Visual  Population  Report  will  be  available  as  soon  as 
1000  coins  have  been  graded. 

3.  Net  Grading  of  Problem  Coins:  Coins  that  have  been  cleaned,  repaired,  or 
damaged  in  any  way  will  be  slabbed  in  the  same  holder  and  label  as  undamaged 
coins,  but  the  holder  will  describe  the  problem  without  "net  grading  the  coin."  Coins 
will  not  be  double  punished.  The  actual  best  determination  of  grade  will  be  stated 
along  with  a  notation  of  the  problem.  For  example  a  coin  may  be  described  as:  DGS 
AU55  Lightly  Cleaned,  Reverse  Scratches.  According  to  Feigenbaum,  "most  coins 
are  not  perfect  or  original  and  it's  a  shame  not  to  have  them  in  holders." 

4.  Easy  &  Informative  Web  Site:  DGS  has  crafted  a  new  web  site, 
www.dominiongrading.com,  with  easy  access  to  submission  forms,  fee  structures 
and  AuthentiVIEW  images.  Submitters  will  receive  email  notification  upon  receipt  of 
all  incoming  submissions  and  updates  as  coins  go  through  the  submission  process. 
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DGS  has  announced  that  it  has  graded  638  coins  during  the  first  three  weeks  of 
May  and  that  it  has  solidified  Signature  Series  grader  agreements  with  Rick  Snow  for 
Indian  cents,  Jim  McGuigan  for  early  U.S.  coinage  and  Bill  Bugert  for  Seated  half 
dollars.  It  has  also  received  its  first  Signature  Series  submission  which  included 
several  rare  large  cent  varieties  and  a  sharp  example  of  the  very  rare  1 802  half  dime 
which  has  a  pedigree  back  to  the  Buddy  Ebson  Collection  and  is  valued  at  over 
$100,000.  Jim  McGuigan,  a  renowned  specialist  in  U.S.  Bust  coinage,  has  graded 
and  authenticated  this  important  coin.  His  opinion  was  verified  by  three  other  graders 
at  DGS. 

The  management  of  DGS  predicts  that  DGS  graded  coins  will  soon  be  appearing 
in  the  marketplace.  President  John  Feigenbaum  believes  that  DGS  graded  coins  will 
stand  on  their  own  and  is  very  confident  that  collectors  and  dealers  alike  will  find  that 
they  have  been  graded  with  a  careful  eye  toward  value. 

Submitters  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  company  web  site  at 
www.dominiongrading.com  for  answers  to  most  questions,  as  well  as  online  submis- 
sion forms.  You  may  call  Dominion  customer  service  toll-free  at  (800)  277-2646,  or 
contact  us  via  email  at  service@dominiongrading.com. 

Mailing  Address:  Dominion  Grading  Service,  PC  Box  2388,  Virginia  Beach,  VA 
23450-2388.  Telephone  Toll  Free:  (800)  277-2646.  Fax:  (888)  719-9739. 


1847  Seated  Dollar  Graded  DGS  XF45  Lightly  Cleaned 
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The  Al  BIythe  Seated  Half  Dime  Collection 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Al  BIythe  was  a  dedicated  numismatic  scholar  who  studied  Seated  half  dimes  for 
more  than  25  years.  He  joined  LSCC  in  1980  and  wrote  27  articles  for  the  journal, 
most  of  which  were  descriptions  of  his  research  that  led  to  discoveries  not  yet 
reported  in  the  numismatic  literature.  In  1 984  he  described  an  1 858-0  half  dime  with 
a  shattered  obverse  and  in  1 985  he  provided  some  important  information  on  the  1 844 
half  dime  with  a  recut  date.  In  1988  he  reported  on  an  1854  half  dime  with  a  rotated 
reverse  and  in  1989  he  presented  pictures  of  three  1839-0  half  dimes  with  different 
rotations  to  their  reverses.  In  1 992  he  described  a  new  variety  for  the  1 858-0  half  dime 
with  a  large  reverse  cud  and  in  1993  he  reported  on  an  1865-S  half  dime  with  a 
repunched  date.  In  1 994  he  presented  detailed  pictures  of  a  spectacular  coin  that  he 
described  as  an  1 853/1 853/2  half  dime  that  had  the  remains  of  previously  punched 
digits  above  the  date.  In  1995  he  reported  the  results  of  the  half  dime  census 
conducted  by  the  club  during  the  previous  year.  In  1997  he  presented  pictures  and 
described  an  off  center  1 857  half  dime.  There  were  other  articles  over  the  years  but 
those  described  above  make  it  clear  that  Al  BIythe  was  a  dedicated  scholar  who 
spent  countless  hours  studying  these  beautiful  little  half  dimes  that  fascinated  him. 
He  was  particularly  interested  in  coins  that  were  struck  from  dies  with  unique  features 
or  pieces  that  were  produced  during  a  malfunction  in  the  striking  process. 


Alfred  E.  BIythe  (1925  -  2007) 
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Table  1 

The  Al  BIythe  Seated  Half  Dime  Collection 


Highest 

Highest 

Dato 

IXUIIIUCI 

Number 

Grade 

1  OO  / 

r\u/  OO 

1 8*^5 

7 

MS-60 

1  V  1  WW 

1  OOO  \J 

i 
1 

V  1  C\J 

1  8'^'^-0 

2 

MS-62 

1  V  1  w^ 

1  OOO 

D 

M9-fi4 

IVIO  Dt 

IftSfi 
1  oou 

AU-55 

/\0  WW 

1  0>J<3 

C 

Al  l-f^R 

1 8^6-0 

1  OvJD  V-/ 

w 

AU-58 

1  00<3  \J 

A 

Al  l-f^R 

/AU  %JO 

1  O  J  ' 

9 

AU-58 

1  OtU  IML/ 

IVIO  Dt 

1  Rf^7-0 

1  0\J  1  \J 

4 

MS-60 

IVIO  WW 

1  OtU  W  INL^ 

1  n 

Al  l-'^fi 
r\Lj  JO 

1 8sa 

1  0\J0 

D 

MS-65 

IVIO  \J\J 

1  OH-VJ    V  V 

1 

1 

Al  l-^R 

MVJ  JJ 

1  OvJO  V-/ 

Q 
o 

AU-55 

1 

1 

Al  i-f^a 

AAVJ  vJO 

1  R^Q 

4 

PR-61 

1  OH  1 

o 

/AU  >JO 

1  RSQ-O 

1  OvJv7  W 

1 

AU-55 

AAO  OO 

iR4i-n 

Al  J-^iS 

1 860 

1  ODW 

4 

MS-6T 

IVIO  \J\J 

1 R4P 

IVIO  DO 

1 860-0 

1  ODD  w 

IVIO  DD 

1  R4.?-n 

1 

Al  i-^sn 

r\VJ  OD 

1  861 

1  OD  1 

Q 
O 

IVIO  DO 

*T 

AU-'i'S 
r\vj  vJvJ 

1  869 

1  OD^ 

M9-61 

IVIO  D  1 

1844 

IVIO 

1 86T 

1  ODO 

P 

PR-6T 
1  n  DO 

1 R44-n 

FF-4'S 

1  ODO  O 

1 

Al  i-58 

1845 

2 

1 864 

1  ODM- 

P 

IVIO  DO 

1846 

1 

FF-45 

1  864-9 

1  ODt  O 

1 

Al  1-58 

MU  OO 

1847 

IVIO 

1  ODO 

P 

MO  fip 
IVIO  D^ 

1848 

IVIO  \J  1 

1 86'=i-9 

1  ODO  O 

P 

IVIO  DO 

1 848-0 

4 

IVIO  \J\J 

1  866 

1  ODD 

4 

PR  ftq 

r  n-DO 

1849 

8 

MS-63 

IVIO  \J\J 

1 866-'^ 

1  ODD  O 

P 

Al  l-5c: 

1 849-0 

1 

MS-fi3 

IVIO  \J\J 

1 867 

1  OD  / 

1 

M9  cq 

IVIO  DO 

1850 

4 

MS-64 

IVIO  w~ 

1  OD  /  O 

1 

1 

Al  1  RR 
MU-OO 

1 850-O 

4 

1868 

1  ODD 

o 

IvIO-D't 

1851 

1 

/lO  \JvJ 

1 868-9 

1  ODO  O 

q 
o 

M9  cq 
IVIO-DO 

1851-0 

3 

MS-60 

1  V  1  \J  \J\J 

1869 

p 
c 

PR  R4 

1852 

2 

MS-62 

IVIO 

1  86Q-9 

1  ODJ7  O 

p 

All  c;R 

1 852-0 

2 

MS-61 

1870 

p 

PR 

1  11-0*+ 

1853  NA 

1 

AU-53 

1  O  /  1 

q 
o 

RA 
IVIo-D't 

1853-0  NA 

1 

AU-53 

1871-9 

1  D  f    1  O 

p 

Al  1 

MvJ-Oo 

1853  WA 

2 

IVIO  W  1 

1  879 
1  o  /  ^ 

O 

Al  1  KQ 
AU-OO 

1853-0  WA 

3 

AU-58 

1872-S 

7 

MS-65 

1854 

6 

AU-58 

1873 

2 

MS-63 

1854-0 

1 

MS-61 

1873-S 

1 

AU-58 
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His  journal  articles  usually  resulted  from  his  study  of  a  particular  variety  but  the 
extent  of  Al's  half  dime  research  is  most  clearly  illustrated  by  his  book  "The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes"  that  was  published  by  DLRC  Press  in  1 992.  This 
guide  describes  and  illustrates  many  new  varieties  in  the  series  and  provides  new 
information  not  previously  available  to  half  dime  collectors.  This  reference  text 
provides  detailed  descriptions  for  many  varieties  and  gives  rarity  estimates  for  most 
of  the  important  varieties  in  the  series.  It  was  a  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  on 
the  Seated  half  dime  series  and  it  is  still  used  today  by  many  Seated  half  dime 
specialists. 

When  Al  passed  away  on  July  31 ,  2007  he  still  owned  his  collection  of  half  dimes 
that  he  studied  so  extensively  over  the  years.  I  visited  him  twice  at  his  home  in  Bishop, 
California  during  the  1990s  and  we  would  spend  hours  studying  his  coins  under  a 
microscope.  We  would  both  look  at  the  same  coin  under  magnification  and  then 
express  an  opinion  on  what  we  had  seen.  We  always  enjoyed  these  discussions  and 
I  believe  that  we  both  learned  something  from  them.  Al's  love  for  a  numismatic 
adventure  became  very  clear  during  the  last  year  of  his  life  when  he  told  me  that  he 
received  great  comfort  from  studying  his  coins  and  examining  details  that  he  might 
have  missed  in  previous  years.  He  indicated  that  these  periods  of  numismatic 
research  so  consumed  his  thought  process  that  they  could  free  him  from  the  pain  he 
endured  while  battling  the  cancer  that  would  soon  take  his  life. 

Shortly  after  Al's  death  his  family  contacted  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  and  they 
took  possession  of  the  collection  with  instructions  to  put  it  up  for  sale  at  auction.  Most 
of  the  coins  were  not  in  holders  because  Al  wanted  to  study  them  under  a  microscope 
and  felt  that  he  got  a  better  image  without  any  distortion  from  the  plastic  holder.  I 
contacted  Doug  Nyholm  at  Heritage  and  he  indicated  that  the  raw  coins  were  all 
certified  by  ANACS  in  preparation  for  their  sale  at  auction.  He  also  sent  me  some 
valuable  documentation  on  the  individual  pieces  so  that  I  would  be  able  to  provide 
more  detailed  information  on  the  collection.  The  tables  I  received  listed  219  Seated 
half  dimes  that  were  sent  to  Heritage  for  auction  during  the  fall  of  2007.  The  pieces 
appeared  for  sale  in  three  Heritage  auctions  as  follows: 

Heritage  Sale  for  Coins  from  BIythe  Half  Dime  Collection 


Date  Sale  Number  of  Pieces 

January  2008  FUN  Sale  Final  Session  58 

February  2008  Long  Beach  Signature  Sale  28 

February  2008  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session  129 

Unknown  Sale  Pulled  from  Previous  Sales   4 

Total  219 


A  summary  of  the  BIythe  half  dime  collection  is  given  in  Table  1  where  I  have  listed 
the  date,  the  number  of  specimens  of  that  date  and  the  highest  grade  represented 
for  that  date.  The  collection  was  complete  by  date  and  mint  but  it  was  not  complete 
by  Valentine  variety.  A  few  coins  were  in  well  circulated  grades  but  most  of  them  were 
approaching  mint  state. 
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Table  2 

BIythe  Coins  in  2008  FUN  Sale  Final  Session 


Lot 

Lot 

Number 

Date 

Grade 

Number 

Date 

Grade 

7990 

1837 

AU-50 

8034 

1857-0 

AU-58 

7996 

1 839-0 

AU-58 

8035 

1858 

MS-65 

7998 

1840  ND 

MS-64 

8036 

1858 

MS-65 

7999 

1840-O  ND 

XF-45 

8037 

1 859-0 

All    C  C 

AU-55 

8000 

1840-O  ND 

AU-50 

8038 

1860 

MS-63 

8001 

1841-0 

AU-55 

8039 

1861 

All   r~  r\ 

AU-50 

8002 

1842 

MS-63 

8039 

1873 

XF-40 

8004 

1843 

AU-55 

8040 

1861 

ft  1 

MS-60 

8005 

1844 

AU-58 

8042 

1861 

MS-63 

8007 

1847 

MS-62 

8043 

1861 

MS-61 

8008 

1848 

AU-55 

8045 

1866 

MS-62 

8009 

1849 

AU-55 

8046 

1 866-S 

AU-55 

8011 

1849 

AU-58 

8048 

1 867-S 

AU-58 

8012 

1849 

MS-63 

8050 

1869 

MS-62 

8013 

1850 

MS-60 

8051 

1871 

MS-64 

8014 

1850 

MS-61 

8053 

1872 

AU-53 

8015 

1850 

MS-64 

8054 

1872 

AU-58 

8017 

1851-0 

AU-53 

8057 

1 872-S 

MS-62 

8018 

1852 

MS-61 

8058 

1873 

MS-63 

8019 

1852 

MS-62 

8059 

1859 

PR-61 

8020 

1 852-0 

XF-45 

8060 

1861 

PR-62 

8022 

1853-0  WA 

All    r-  n 

AU-58 

8062 

1864 

PR-63 

8023 

•4  rtrro  \A/A 

1853-0  WA 

All   ^  r\ 

AU-58 

8064 

1866 

PR-63 

8024 

1854 

All   r-  r\ 

AU-58 

8065 

1866 

PR-63 

8027 

1 854-0 

MS-61 

8066 

1868 

PR-60 

8028 

1855 

MS-60 

8067 

1868 

PR-62 

8029 

1855-0 

AU-58 

8068 

1869 

PR-64 

8030 

1855-0 

MS-62 

8069 

1870 

PR-64 

8032 

1856-0 

AU-58 

8070 

1871 

PR-61 
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A  breakdown  of  the  215  coins  in  the  three  Heritage  auctions  by  certified  grade 
is  given  in  the  table  below: 

Grade  Distribution  for  BIythe  Half  Dime  Collection 

Fine      VF       XF       AU       AU     MS/PR  MS/PR  MS/PR  Total 
12-15    20-35    40-45    50-53    55-58    60-62    63-64  65+ 

3  8         17        41         83        36        23         4  215 

This  collection  was  basically  a  research  tool  that  Al  used  to  study  half  dimes 
while  searching  for  any  unusual  features  that  would  identify  the  dies  used  to  strike 
them.  He  was  not  trying  to  necessarily  buy  the  best  available  pieces  but  rather 
obtain  coins  that  illustrated  some  unusual  die  characteristic;  that  is,  a  die  crack  that 
developed  during  a  production  run  or  a  striking  error  that  was  caused  by  a 
malfunction  in  the  Mint's  equipment.  He  particularly  enjoyed  coins  with  die  cracks 
and  cuds,  as  well  as  pieces  showing  evidence  of  die  erosion.  He  was  fascinated 
by  coins  with  rotated  reverses  and  often  talked  about  the  causes  of  these  errors. 
He  treasured  off  center  half  dimes  as  major  errors  in  the  series  but  lamented  that 
they  were  much  harder  to  find  than  similar  pieces  from  the  Seated  dime  series. 
Most  of  the  lower  grade  pieces  in  his  collection  were  coins  with  some  unusual 
feature  that  made  them  stand  out  as  interesting  coins  from  the  series. 

The  215  pieces  sold  in  the  three  Heritage  auctions  are  all  illustrated  in  the 
Heritage  Auction  Archive  and  can  therefore  be  studied  by  any  collector  interested 
in  reviewing  the  BIythe  Collection.  However  the  58  coins  in  the  FUN  Sale  Final 
Session  are  not  identified  as  BIythe  coins  in  the  FUN  auction  catalogue  and  they 
are  not  identified  as  BIythe  coins  in  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive.  But  Heritage  did 
send  me  documentation  on  the  BIythe  coins  in  this  sale!  I  have  identified  them  in 
Table  2  by  providing  the  lot  number,  the  date  and  the  certified  grade  for  the  58 
BIythe  coins  in  this  sale.  It  should  be  noted  that  Lot  #8039  is  a  two  coin  lot  and  that 
both  coins  are  illustrated  in  the  archive.  The  28  BIythe  coins  in  the  Long  Beach 
Signature  Sale  are  identified  in  the  auction  catalogue  as  BIythe  coins  and  they  are 
identified  in  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive  as  being  from  the  BIythe  Collection.  A  list 
of  these  coins  giving  the  lot  number,  the  date  and  certified  grade  is  given  in  Table 
3.  The  129  BIythe  coins  in  the  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session  are  not  listed  in  the 
auction  catalogue  as  being  from  the  BIythe  Collection  but  they  are  identified  as 
BIythe  coins  in  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive.  A  list  of  these  coins  giving  the  lot 
number,  the  date  and  the  certified  grade  is  given  in  Table  4.  I  do  not  know  the 
disposition  of  the  four  pieces  from  the  collection  that  were  not  included  in  these 
three  sales.  The  information  that  I  received  from  Heritage  indicates  that  one  1837 
half  dime  was  returned  in  a  body  bag  and  therefore  pulled  from  the  auction.  I  was 
told  that  the  1 840  With  Drapery  coin  had  some  incorrect  information  on  the  holder 
and  therefore  had  to  be  pulled  and  resubmitted  for  certification.  A  circulated  1858 
coin  was  not  listed  in  the  three  auctions  but  it  was  most  likely  placed  into  a  group 
lot  because  of  its  limited  value.  That  leaves  the  1846  half  dime  in  EF-45  that  was 
marked  as  being  pulled  from  the  auction  but  I  have  received  no  information  on  what 
happened  to  it.  Only  these  four  pieces  identified  as  not  being  part  of  the  three 
Heritage  auctions  are  not  illustrated  in  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive. 
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Table  3 

BIythe  Coins  in  2008  Long  Beach  Sale 


Lot 

Lot 

Number 

Date 

Grade 

Number 

Date 

Grade 

24 

1838-0 

VF-25 

41 

1848-0 

MS-65 

25 

1838 

MS-64 

42 

1849-0 

MS-63 

26 

1838 

MS-64 

45 

1852-0 

MS-61 

28 

1838 

MS-63 

46 

1853-0  NA 

AU-53 

30 

1840-O 

ND 

AU-53 

52 

1864 

MS-63 

31 

1840-O 

ND 

AU-53 

53 

1864-S 

AU-58 

32 

1840-O 

ND 

AU-53 

54 

1865 

MS-62 

33 

1840-O 

ND 

AU-58 

55 

1865-S 

MS-63 

35 

1840-O 

ND 

AU-55 

56 

1866 

AU-50 

36 

1840-O 

WD 

AU-58 

57 

1867 

MS-63 

37 

1 844-0 

VF-30 

58 

1868 

MS-64 

38 

1844-0 

XF-45 

61 

1872-S 

MS-65 

39 

1848 

MS-61 

63 

1863 

PR-62 

40 

1848-0 

AU-55 

64 

1863 

PR-63 

The  BIythe  Collection  contained  four  coins  that  were  certified  as  MS-65.  The  first 
of  these  was  an  1 848-0  V-2  half  dime  with  a  Medium  O  mintmark  that  was  certified 
as  PGGS  MS-65.  This  coin  was  well  struck  with  golden  toning  through  much  of  its 
surfaces  with  areas  of  blue  through  the  head  of  Liberty.  There  were  also  two  1858 
coins  in  the  collection  with  this  grade.  The  first  of  these  was  an  1858  V-1  half  dime 
that  was  graded  NGC  MS-65.  The  other  was  an  1 858  half  dime  with  a  doubled  date 
that  was  graded  PGGS  MS-65.  The  final  piece  at  this  grade  level  was  an  1 872-S  half 
dime  with  the  mintmark  below  the  bow  that  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-65.  This  piece 
was  well  struck  with  light  toning  in  places  around  the  periphery. 

There  were  six  coins  that  were  certified  as  MS-64.  There  were  two  1 838  Large  Stars 
half  dimes,  an  1 840  No  Drapery  half  dime  as  well  as  1 850, 1 868  and  1 871  half  dimes. 
There  were  also  two  pieces  certified  as  PR-64,  an  1869  half  dime  and  an  1870  half 
dime.  I  believe  that  the  most  important  of  these  pieces  was  the  1868  coin  that  was 
certified  as  NGC  MS-64.  This  specimen  was  well  struck  with  beautiful  colored 
surfaces  surrounding  a  brilliant  center  on  each  side. 

The  collection  contained  eleven  pieces  that  were  certified  as  MS-63.  There  was  an 
1 838  Small  Stars  half  dime  as  well  as  1 842, 1 849, 1 849-0,  1 860, 1 861 ,  1 864,  1 865- 
S,  1 867, 1 868-S  and  1 873  half  dimes.  There  were  four  more  pieces  that  were  certified 
as  PR-63,  an  1863  half  dime,  an  1864  half  dime  and  two  1866  half  dimes.  I  believe 
that  there  are  several  important  pieces  in  this  group.  The  1 838  Small  Stars  half  dime 
is  a  scarce  variety  that  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  mint  state.  The  1849-0  half  dime  is  a 
scarce  date  and  very  rare  in  any  mint  state  grade.  The  1864  half  dime  is  difficult  to 
obtain  in  any  grade  and  in  demand  from  collectors  in  mint  state.  The  1 865-S  half  dime 
is  scarce  in  circulated  condition  but  it  becomes  very  rare  in  mint  state.  The  1 867  half 
dime  is  a  low  mintage  rarity  that  is  in  demand  in  any  grade.  The  1 868-S  half  dime 
becomes  rare  in  mint  state  and  is  in  demand  in  this  grade. 
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Table  4 

BIythe  Coins  in  2008  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session 


1  rkt 
LOT 

Number 

Date 

Grade 

Lot 
Number 

Date 

Grade 

7379 

1837 

VF-20 

7413 

1845 

AU-50 

7380 

1837 

AU-50 

7414 

1845 

AU-55 

7381 

1837 

AU-58 

7416 

1847 

AU-53 

7383 

1838 

XF-40 

7417 

1847 

AU-55 

7384 

1838 

AU-55 

7418 

1847 

AU-55 

7385 

1838 

MS-60 

7419 

1847 

AU-58 

7386 

1839 

AU-50 

7420 

1848 

VF-30 

7387 

1839 

AU-58 

7421 

1848 

AU-55 

7388 

1839-0 

AU-50 

7422 

1848 

AU-58 

7389 

1839-0 

AU-55 

7423 

1848 

AU-58 

7390 

1839-0 

AU-58 

7424 

1848-0 

XF-40 

7391 

1840  ND 

XF-40 

7425 

1848-0 

AU-53 

7392 

1840  ND 

AU-55 

7426 

1849 

XF-40 

7393 

1840  ND 

AU-58 

7427 

1849 

AU-55 

7394 

1840-O  ND 

XF-45 

7428 

1849 

AU-55 

7395 

1840-O  ND 

AU-50 

7429 

1849 

AU-55 

7396 

1840-O  ND 

AU-50 

7430 

1849 

AU-58 

7397 

1841 

AU-50 

7431 

1850 

AU-58 

7398 

1841 

AU-50 

7432 

1850-O 

F-12 

7399 

1841 

AU-58 

7433 

1850-O 

VF-30 

7400 

1841-0 

AU-53 

7434 

1850-O 

VF-30 

7401 

1841-0 

AU-53 

7435 

1850-O 

AU-58 

7402 

1841-0 

AU-53 

7436 

1851 

AU-55 

7403 

1841-0 

AU-55 

7437 

1851-0 

AU-58 

7404 

1842 

AU-50 

7438 

1851-0 

MS-60 

7405 

1842 

AU-58 

7439 

1853  NA 

AU-53 

7406 

1 842-0 

AU-50 

7441 

1853  WA 

AU-58 

7407 

1843 

XF-45 

7442 

1853  WA 

MS-61 

7408 

1843 

XF-45 

7443 

1853-0  WA 

VF-35 

74.nQ 

AU-55 

7444 

1854 

F-15 

7410 

1844 

AU-58 

7445 

1854 

XF-40 

7411 

1844 

MS-62 

7446 

1854 

AU-50 

7412 

1844-0 

F-12 
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BIythe  Coins  in  2008  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session 


Lot  Lot 


Number 

Date 

Grade 

Number 

Date 

Grade 

7447 

1854 

AU-55 

7480 

1 860-O 

AU-oo 

7448 

1854 

AU-55 

7481 

1 860-O 

Mb-60 

7449 

1855 

AU-53 

7482 

1861 

A  1  1  CO 

AU-58 

7450 

1855 

AU-55 

7483 

1861 

All  CO 

AU-58 

7451 

1855 

AU-55 

7484 

A  f\f^  A 

1861 

MS-60 

7452 

1855 

AU-58 

7485 

1862 

Ail  c\ 

AU-58 

7453 

1855 

AU-58 

7486 

1862 

Ail   r~  1^ 

AU-58 

7454 

1855 

MS-60 

7487 

1862 

Ail  r~ 

AU-58 

7455 

1856 

VF-30 

7488 

1862 

ft  k  0  .4 

MS-61 

7456 

1856 

AU-50 

7490 

1 863-S 

All   ^  r\ 

AU-58 

7457 

1856 

AU-55 

7492 

1 865-S 

XF-45 

7458 

1 856-0 

XF-45 

7494 

1 866-S 

All    r  ^ 

AU-55 

7459 

1 856-0 

AU-53 

7495 

1 868-S 

AU-53 

7460 

1 856-0 

AU-53 

7496 

1 868-S 

AU-58 

7461 

1 856-0 

AU-58 

7497 

1 868-S 

MS-63 

7462 

1857 

AU-53 

7498 

1 869-S 

AU-50 

7463 

1857 

AU-58 

7499 

1 869-S 

AU-58 

7464 

1 857-0 

AU-50 

7500 

1870 

MS-60 

7465 

1 857-0 

AU-53 

7501 

1871 

MS-61 

7466 

1 857-0 

MS-60 

7503 

1871-S 

AU-58 

7467 

1858 

XF-45 

7504 

1871-S 

AU-58 

7468 

1858 

ft  M  ^ 

MS-60 

7505 

1872 

XF-40 

7469 

1858 

All  f~ 

AU-53 

7506 

1872 

AU-58 

7470 

1858-0 

XF-45 

7507 

1872 

AU-58 

7471 

1 858-0 

All  r" 

AU-53 

7508 

1 872-S 

AU-58 

7472 

1 858-0 

All  zr  r- 

AU-55 

7509 

1 872-S 

AU-58 

1859 

A  1  1  Crt 

AU-50 

7510 

1 872-S 

AU-58 

7475 

1859 

AU-50 

751 1 

1 872-S 

AU-58 

7476 

1859 

AU-58 

7512 

1 872-S 

AU-58 

7477 

1860 

AU-50 

7514 

1873-S 

AU-58 

7478 

1860 

AU-58 

7515 

1862 

PR-60 

7479 

1860 

AU-58 

7516 

1865 

PR-62 

21 


At  the  lower  end  of  the  grade  distribution  there  were  three  pieces  certified  as  Fine. 
The  first  of  these  was  an  1 844-0  V-2  half  dime  with  a  Small  o  mintmark  and  an  upset 
reverse  that  was  certified  as  Cleaned  ANACS  Fine-1 2  Details.  The  second  was  an  1 850- 

0  V-2  half  dime  with  a  reverse  cud  over  the  UN  in  UNITED  that  was  certified  as  Cleaned 
ANACS  Fine-1 2  Details.  The  final  piece  in  this  group  was  an  1854  half  dime  with  its 
reverse  rotated  40  degrees  that  was  certified  as  ANACS  Fine-1 5.  These  last  three 
pieces  show  Al's  fascination  with  unusual  pieces  and  his  interest  in  studying  them  to 
obtain  as  much  information  as  possible  about  the  striking  process  during  this  era. 

Some  of  the  more  interesting  half  dimes  in  the  collection  deserve  a  more  detailed 
description  to  illustrate  their  particular  qualities.  The  late  die  state  1840-O  With 
Drapery  half  dime  with  the  Open  Bud  reverse  was  graded  NGC  AU-58  and  appeared 
as  Lot  #36  in  the  Long  Beach  Signature  Sale  in  February  2008.  This  piece  is  an 
example  of  the  V-7  variety  as  described  in  the  BIythe  guide  to  the  Seated  half  dime 
series  and  it  is  a  rare  With  Drapery  variety  for  this  date.  This  piece  is  in  a  higher  grade 
than  most  of  the  known  examples  and  its  reverse  can  easily  be  identified  by  the  die 
cracks  that  it  possesses.  There  is  a  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  to  the  left  edge  of  the 
U  in  UNITED  and  another  that  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  I  in  AMERICA  to  the  bud 
below.  In  this  late  die  state  a  number  of  other  minor  die  cracks  and  clash  marks  can 
be  seen.  While  this  new  reverse  type  is  generally  known  as  the  Open  Bud  reverse, 

1  have  found  it  to  be  more  easily  identified  by  the  cluster  of  three  leaves  in  the  wreath 
below  the  IT  in  UNITED. 


1840-O  With  Drapery  V-7  Half  Dime 


One  of  the  most  amazing  pieces  in  the  collection  is  an  1 842  half  dime  with  several 
dramatic  bisecting  die  cracks  on  the  reverse.  This  piece  was  graded  Cleaned  ANACS 
AU-50  Details  and  it  appeared  as  Lot  #7404  in  the  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session 
in  February  2008.  It  is  an  example  of  the  V-la  variety  as  illustrated  in  the  1931 
Valentine  monograph  but  this  example  is  in  a  later  die  state  than  the  Valentine  plate 
coin  The  strongest  die  crack  on  this  piece  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  O  in  OF, 
through  the  wreath  and  the  F  in  HALF  and  the  E  in  DIME  before  it  again  runs  back 
through  the  wreath.  This  crack  is  so  strong  that  the  right  serif  of  the  F  is  offset  from 
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the  rest  of  the  letter  indicating  that  the  die  is  shifting  as  coins  are  being  struck  from  it. 
This  piece  must  represent  one  of  the  very  last  pieces  struck  from  this  shattered  reverse. 
Another  strong  crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  first  T  in  STATES,  through  the 
middle  of  the  H  in  HALF  and  down  through  the  D  in  DIME  before  it  again  runs  through 
the  wreath.  A  final  vertical  crack  runs  through  the  second  S  in  STATES  and  the  tip  of 
the  wreath,  through  the  L  in  HALF  and  on  through  the  M  in  DIME  before  it  runs  through 
the  ribbon.  I  don't  know  what  was  holding  this  die  together!  Has  anybody  seen  another 
example  that  shows  even  further  deterioration  to  the  reverse  die? 


1842  V-1a  Half  Dime  with  Reverse  Die  Craclcs 


One  variety  for  the  1 848  half  dime  has  a  large  date  that  Is  from  the  dime  logotype 
for  this  year.  An  example  of  this  variety  appeared  as  Lot  #39  in  the  Long  Beach 
Signature  Sale  in  February  2008.  This  piece  was  graded  ANACS  MS-61  and  is  an 
example  of  the  V-1  variety  showing  a  date  that  is  so  large  that  it  overlaps  the  base  of 
the  rock.  It  has  gold  and  brown  toning  through  the  obverse  stars  and  date  as  well  as 
through  some  of  the  lettering  on  the  reverse.  The  Large  Date  variety  is  popular  with 
collectors  and  it  is  scarce,  especially  in  the  higher  grades. 


1848  V-1  Large  Date  Half  Dime 
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Another  interesting  piece  is  an  1 848  half  dime  with  a  shattered  reverse  that  was 
graded  ANACS  AU-58.  This  piece  appeared  as  Lot  #7423  in  the  Long  Beach  Sale 
Final  Session  in  February  2008.  The  main  defect  is  a  vertical  bisecting  crack  that  is 
strongest  in  the  three  leaves  to  the  left  of  the  D  in  DIME.  One  branch  of  the  crack  then 
runs  up  through  the  left  upright  of  the  H  in  HALF,  through  a  bud  and  the  leaves  in  the 
wreath  to  the  A  in  STATES  and  on  to  the  rim  between  the  AT.  Another  branch  runs 
down  through  the  leaves  in  the  wreath  and  on  through  the  branch  stem  and  to  the 
rim  below  the  left  ribbon  tip.  Another  branch  runs  through  a  bud  and  the  left  upright 
of  the  N  in  UNITED  to  the  rim  between  the  UN.  A  final  branch  runs  through  the  leaves 
and  the  right  side  of  the  T  in  UNITED  to  the  rim  between  the  TE.  All  of  these  cracks 
are  very  strong  and  this  piece  makes  for  an  interesting  study  of  die  deterioration  in 
the  series.  This  is  an  example  of  the  1 848  V-6  Medium  date  variety  with  the  date  digits 
up  near  the  rocky  base.  The  cracked  reverse  is  illustrated  by  Valentine  in  his 
monograph.  Does  anybody  have  an  example  of  this  variety  in  an  even  later  die  state? 


1848  V-6  Half  Dime  with  Reverse  Die  Cracks 


An  unusual  piece  in  a  lower  grade  is  an  1850-O  V-2  half  dime  with  a  strong  cud 
over  the  UN  in  UNITED  that  was  graded  Cleaned  ANACS  F-12  Details.  This  piece 
appeared  as  Lot  #7432  in  the  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session.  While  this  piece  is  well 


1850-O  V-2  Half  Dime  with  Reverse  Cud 
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circulated  it  lias  nice  clean  surfaces  with  few  defects.  The  cud  runs  from  the  rim 
through  the  tops  of  the  letters  UN,  beginning  to  the  left  of  the  U  and  running  over  to 
the  center  of  the  N.  Does  anybody  have  another  example  of  this  variety  with  a  larger 
cud  through  the  UN? 

The  collection  contained  a  number  of  pieces  with  rotated  reverses.  One  of  these 
coins  was  an  1 857  half  dime  with  its  reverse  rotated  clockwise  through  1 70  degrees 
that  was  graded  Cleaned  ANACS  AU-53  Details.  The  piece  appeared  as  Lot  #7462 
in  the  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session.  The  coin  shows  a  good  strike  even  though  the 
dies  were  rotated  when  the  piece  was  struck. 


1857  Half  Dime  with  Rotated  Reverse 


There  were  some  coins  in  the  collection  that  showed  very  unusual  features  that 
resulted  from  die  wear  during  the  striking  process.  One  1 858-0  half  dime  has  a  short 
pole  that  is  very  weak  due  to  over  polishing  of  the  obverse  die.  The  pole  does  not 
extend  up  to  Liberty's  hand  and  the  cap  appears  to  be  suspended  on  her  index  finger. 
This  piece  was  graded  Cleaned  Scratched  ANACS  AU-53  Details  and  appeared  as 
Lot  #7471  in  the  Long  Beach  Sale  Final  Session.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  is  also  in 


1858-0  Half  Dime  with  Short  Pole  and  Reverse  Cud 
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a  late  die  state  and  shows  a  huge  cud  through  the  lower  part  of  the  coin.  The  cud  runs 
from  the  rim  through  the  left  ribbon  and  extends  up  to  the  bow  knot  and  then  along 
the  wreath  until  it  runs  out  to  the  left  side  of  the  second  A  in  AMERICA  and  back  to 
the  rim.  This  die  could  not  have  lasted  much  longer.  Does  anybody  have  a  similar 
piece  or  one  in  a  later  die  state? 

An  unusual  variety  in  a  very  high  grade  is  an  1865-S  half  dime  with  a  repunched 
date  that  shows  doubling  on  all  four  digits  in  the  date.  The  date  is  located  high  up  near 
the  rocky  base  and  the  digit  5  shows  some  weakness  through  its  flag.  This  piece  was 
graded  PCGS  MS-63  and  appeared  as  Lot  #55  in  the  Long  Beach  Signature  Sale. 
The  reverse  can  be  identified  by  a  strong  die  crack  that  begins  near  the  rim  at  10 
o'clock  and  runs  at  a  diagonal  through  the  wreath  to  the  H  in  HALF.  Does  anybody 
have  an  example  with  a  stronger  die  crack  on  the  reverse? 


1865-S  Half  Dime  with  Repunched  Date 


A  final  coin  that  I  would  like  to  mention  is  the  1 867  half  dime  that  was  graded  PCGS 
MS-63.  This  is  a  very  low  mintage  date  that  is  in  demand  from  collectors  in  all  grades. 


High  Grade  1867  Half  Dime  in  MS-63 
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This  wonderful  coin  is  a  very  lightly  toned  brilliant  uncirculated  example  of  one  of  the 
rare  Civil  War  era  Philadelphia  issues.  This  piece  appeared  as  Lot  #57  in  the  Long 
Beach  Signature  Sale. 

While  the  BIythe  Collection  was  not  complete  by  Valentine  variety,  it  did  contain 
a  large  number  of  varieties  from  the  Seated  half  dimes  series.  Unfortunately,  much 
of  the  die  variety  information  is  not  included  in  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive  because 
ANACS  did  not  include  it  on  the  slabs  when  the  coins  were  certified.  Nevertheless, 
if  a  Seated  half  dime  collector  is  looking  for  an  illustration  of  a  particular  Valentine 
variety,  the  BIythe  Collection  can  serve  as  a  resource  for  research  studies.  While  the 
individual  lots  have  not  yet  been  attributed  by  Valentine  variety,  it  is  hoped  that  these 
attributions  can  be  made  so  that  the  collection  can  be  better  utilized  in  future 
research  projects. 

Al  BIythe  spent  many  years  studying  the  coins  in  his  Seated  half  dime  collection 
and  shared  the  discoveries  that  he  made  with  the  numismatic  community.  He  was 
dedicated  to  expanding  the  available  literature  on  half  dimes  and  hoped  that  he  could 
make  a  significant  contribution  in  this  area.  While  he  is  no  longer  with  us,  his 
collection  lives  on  in  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive.  It  would  be  a  wonderful  tribute  to 
Al  if  numismatic  scholars  of  the  future  could  use  the  images  of  his  coins  to  further 
advance  the  scholarly  work  that  he  so  diligently  pursued. 


Wanted  to  Buy 

Seated  Dimes  with: 
Rotated  Reverses   •  Cuds 

Major  Die  Breaks   •    Better  Dates 

Please  forward  information  on  any  available  coins  to: 
Jason@seated.org 

Jason  Feldman  •  LSCC  #2003 

P.O.  Box  8600 
Jupiter,  Florida  33468 

Telephone:  (305)  409-2000 

There  are  some  dimes  listed  for  sale  at: 
www.seateddime.com 
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Seating  is  Limited  for  Pattern  Half  Dollars 

by 

Tom  DeFina 

While  attending  numismatic  events  a  few  years  ago,  I  found  that  my  attention  shifted 
to  collecting  coins  from  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series.  After  obtaining  a  copy  of 
the  Wiiey-Bugert  guide  to  this  series,  my  interest  grew  even  stronger.  Searching  for 
unusual  varieties  and  uncommon  dates  presents  interesting  challenges  and  special 
rewards.  I  have  always  been  interested  in  Carson  City  coins  from  the  old  west  and  enjoy 
looking  through  major  auction  catalogues  and  their  prices  realized.  During  this 
process  I  began  to  notice  that  Seated  patterns  were  not  as  far  out  of  reach  financially 
as  I  had  originally  been  led  to  believe.  With  some  patience  and  searching  I  have  been 
able  to  acquire  some  exceptional  Seated  patterns  at  affordable  prices.  Several  different 
designs  are  available,  some  being  exceedingly  rare  and  costly  while  others  such  as 
Judd-235  and  Judd-236  are  more  reasonably  priced. 

Few  records  were  kept  by  the  Mint  regarding  these  mysterious  pattern  coins.  It  is 
believed  that  many  of  them  were  most  likely  created  by  Mint  employees  for  personal 
profit  while  others  were  struck  as  possible  design  changes  to  regular  US  coinage. 
Since  Christian  Gobrecht  died  in  1844,  I  have  often  wondered  what  his  thoughts 
would  have  been  towards  the  Paquet  design  that  was  later  used  on  Seated  patterns. 

I  have  come  to  realize  that  when  shopping  around  for  a  suit,  you  want  something 
that  fits  well,  is  accepted  in  our  fashion  conscious  society,  but  also  something  that 
makes  you  stand  out  and  separates  you  from  the  crowd.  The  addition  of  a  few  Seated 
patterns  and  fantasy  coins  has  taken  my  Seated  collection  and  interests  to  new 
heights.  So  when  considering  your  next  numismatic  purchase,  you  may  wish  to  give 
some  thought  to  adding  one  of  these  beautiful  works  of  art  to  your  collection.  But 
remember.  Seating  is  Limited  when  it  comes  to  obtaining  one  of  these  rare  low 
mintage  beauties.  Even  with  a  known  population  of  75  pieces  for  one  of  these 
patterns,  you  cannot  count  on  an  example  appearing  very  often. 


1859  Judd-235  Pattern  Half  Dollar 
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The  Judcl-235  pattern  half  dollar  is  considered  to  be  an  R-5  rarity  and  my  beautiful 
example  of  this  design  is  illustrated  with  this  article.  It  is  estimated  that  approximately 
75  coins  with  this  design  are  known.  The  obverse  and  reverse  dies  were  designed 
by  Anthony  Paquet.  On  the  obverse  Miss  Liberty  is  seated,  facing  left  and  supporting 
a  fasces  with  her  right  hand  and  a  shield  with  her  left  hand.  An  olive  sprig  and  three 
arrows  are  present  at  the  base  of  the  shield.  The  coin  is  dated  1859  and  there  are 
thirteen  stars  in  an  arc  about  the  periphery.  On  the  reverse  the  eagle  has  out 
stretched  wings,  a  shield  on  its  breast  and  an  olive  sprig  and  three  arrows  in  its  claws. 
The  eagle  has  a  scroll  in  its  mouth  inscribed  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  and  the  legend 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  is  above  the  eagle  with  the  denomination  HALF 
DOLLAR  below.  The  ribbon  in  the  eagle's  beak  identifies  it  as  the  Perfect  Ribbon 
variety.  The  eagle  has  seven  tail  feathers  and  all  examples  seen  have  a  180  degree 
die  alignment.  The  J-236  variety  is  very  similar  to  the  J-235  variety  but  it  was  struck 
on  a  copper  planchet  and  it  has  a  few  minor  differences  in  its  design.  Both  Judd 
varieties  are  available  at  times  and  quite  inexpensive  when  compared  to  better  date 
Seated  half  dollars  from  the  regular  series. 

A  study  of  patterns  can  help  the  collector  better  understand  the  evolution  of  the 
coinage  design  and  provide  some  insight  into  the  options  being  considered  at  the 
mint  when  these  pieces  were  struck.  The  J-235  pattern  has  tall  narrow  lettering  on 
its  Paquet  reverse  that  allowed  the  denomination  to  appear  as  HALF  DOLLAR 
rather  than  the  abbreviation  HALF  DOL.  that  was  used  on  regular  issue  coins.  This 
modification  was  never  adopted  for  regular  issue  Seated  coins  of  this  denomina- 
tion. The  J-235  pattern  also  illustrates  an  experiment  with  the  motto  E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  on  a  ribbon  that  runs  through  the  eagle's  beak.  A  similar  feature  was  actually 
used  on  the  Heraldic  reverse  for  regular  issue  half  dollars  from  1 801  to  1 807.  The 
motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  was  then  switched  to  a  scroll  in  the  field  over  the  eagle's 
head  for  the  Capped  Bust  series  from  1 807  to  1 836.  This  motto  was  never  added 
to  the  Seated  reverse  but  my  1859  pattern  was  the  beginning  of  a  series  of 
experiments  with  mottos.  There  are  1861  pattern  half  dollars  with  the  motto  GOD 
OUR  TRUST  in  the  field  over  the  eagle's  head  and  others  with  this  motto  on  a  scroll. 
There  are  1863  pattern  half  dollars  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  a  scroll 
over  the  eagle's  head,  illustrating  the  design  that  was  introduced  into  the  regular 
half  dollar  series  in  1866. 

Other  1 859  pattern  half  dollars  exist  with  this  obverse  and  three  different  reverses, 
each  with  a  Cereal  Wreath  design  similar  to  that  used  on  Seated  dimes.  These  coins 
have  different  representations  for  the  denomination  within  the  wreath,  these  being 
HALF  /  DOLLAR  on  the  first,  I  DOLLAR  on  the  second  and  50  /  CENTS  on  the  third. 
It  seems  strange  to  see  a  Seated  half  dollar  with  no  eagle  on  its  reverse  but  it  is 
shocking  to  realize  that  these  coins  do  not  have  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  on  either  side  of  the  coin.  We  can  only  speculate  that  the  stars  would  have 
been  removed  from  the  obverse  and  replaced  by  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  had 
any  of  these  designs  been  seriously  considered. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  these  Seated  delicacies  are  absolute  sleepers  with  incredible 
potential  for  price  increases  in  the  future.  You  may  just  want  to  grab  a  seated  pattern 
now,  so  that  you  will  not  be  \enstanding  with  Miss  Liberty  alone.  Patterns  can  provoke 
some  interesting  discussions  aboutthe  Seated  design  and  they  illustrate  some  of  the 
options  that  were  once  considered  by  the  Mint.  Perhaps  further  studies  on  the  1 859 
pattern  half  dollar  illustrated  here  will  identify  some  additional  curiosities  that  have 
not  yet  been  addressed. 
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Proof  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by 

Bob  Foster 

In  past  issues  of  the  journal  I  have  written  about  Seated  quarters,  giving  my 
opinion  on  rarity  for  the  different  dates  in  the  series.  In  Issue  #1 00 1  provided  a  rarity 
analysis  for  proof  Seated  quarters  by  giving  mintages  and  reporting  the  number  of 
coins  certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS  for  each  date.  In  this  article  I  would  like  to  present 
a  similar  analysis  for  proof  Seated  half  dollars  that  I  have  compiled  from  grading 
service  data  and  my  experience  with  the  series. 

Several  years  ago  I  started  working  on  a  high  grade  set  of  Seated  half  dollars  and 
quickly  discovered  that  this  series  does  not  contain  quite  as  many  super  high  priced 
rarities  as  the  Seated  quarter  series.  I  found  Seated  half  dollars  to  be  big  beautiful 
coins  and  began  purchasing  mint  state  pieces  with  good  eye  appeal.  I  also 
purchased  an  occasional  proof  coin  from  the  series  but  I  never  gave  the  proofs  much 
thought  until  a  friend  of  mine  started  a  set  of  cameo  proofs.  I  then  decided  to  put 
together  a  complete  set  of  proof  Seated  half  dollars  in  addition  to  my  set  of  mint  state 
coins.  I  just  fell  in  love  with  the  appearance  of  high  grade  cameo  proofs.  These  coins 
are  wonderful  pieces  of  history  and  I  believe  that  they  exhibit  the  most  beautiful 
design  ever  used  at  the  US  mint!  If  you  have  never  held  a  high  grade  cameo  Seated 
half  dollar  in  your  hands,  you  are  really  missing  a  special  treat!  When  I  first  started 
collecting  cameo  proofs,  I  discovered  that  I  could  buy  a  nice  specimen  for  not  much 
more  than  the  price  of  an  average  brilliant  uncirculated  coin,  but  that  has  changed 
during  the  last  few  years.  I  found  that  nearly  all  of  the  dates  in  the  series  from  1 859 
to  1891  were  priced  about  the  same  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  price  guides.  I 
therefore  used  to  think  that  all  of  the  dates  were  about  equal  in  rarity,  but  I  also  quickly 


1855/54  Proof  Half  Dollar  in  NGC  PR63  from  Reiver  Collection 
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discovered  that  some  dates  are  much  harder  to  find  than  others  with  the  cameo 
designation.  I  attend  four  or  five  major  shows  a  year  and  I  have  found  that  most  of 
the  nice  cameo  coins  on  the  bourse  floor  are  dated  in  the  1880s.  I  had  no  trouble 
purchasing  cameo  specimens  for  most  of  the  dates  from  1879  to  1891  that  were 
graded  Proof-63  or  Proof-64. 1  have  a  few  Proof-65  coins  and  an  occasional  Proof- 
62  coin,  but  the  key  factor  I  use  in  selecting  pieces  is  eye  appeal.  Some  of  the  dates 
that  I  am  missing  might  surprise  you!  The  1 861  and  1 875  dates  are  nearly  impossible 
to  find  in  full  cameo  states  and  the  only  examples  that  I  have  seen  so  far  are 
overgraded  or  darkly  toned.  I  only  collect  NGC  and  PCGS  coins  that  are  fully  brilliant 
and  not  heavily  hairlined. 

The  following  paragraphs  of  this  article  will  contain  a  date  by  date  analysis  of  proof 
Seated  half  dollars. 

Analysis  of  Proof  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1 839  No  Drapery  -  Mintage  of  4  according  to  PCGS.  A  total  of  5  pieces  have  been 
graded  by  NGS  and  PCGS  combined  with  none  of  them  earning  a  cameo  designa- 
tion. This  date  is  extremely  rare  and  only  available  when  major  collections  are  sold 
at  auction.  1839  With  Drapery  -  Mintage  unknown.  Only  one  piece  is  known  at  this 
time,  a  coin  certified  as  NGC  Proof-64.  This  coin  was  part  of  the  Phil  Kaufman 
Collection  that  was  recently  sold  at  auction  by  Heritage  Galleries.  1 840  -  Mintage  of 
6  according  to  the  PCGS  population  report.  A  total  of  1 2  coins  have  been  graded  by 
NGC  and  PCGS  combined  with  none  of  them  receiving  the  cameo  designation.  It  is 
likely  that  some  coins  have  been  certified  more  than  once.  1841  -  Mintage  of  10 
according  to  PCGS.  Atotal  of  7  pieces  have  been  graded  by  both  services  combined, 
none  of  these  receiving  the  cameo  designation. 

1842  -  Mintage  of  10  pieces.  All  of  these  coins  are  examples  of  the  Small  Date 
variety.  A  total  of  7  pieces  have  been  certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS  combined,  none 
with  the  cameo  designation.  The  finest  of  these  pieces  is  a  Proof-66  coin  that  was 
recently  sold  by  Heritage  in  the  Phil  Kaufman  Collection.  1 843  -  Mintage  of  8  pieces. 
Only  6  pieces  have  been  graded  by  both  services  combined,  one  of  these  with  a 
cameo  designation.  1844  -  Mintage  unknown.  Only  2  coins  have  been  graded  by 
NGC  and  none  by  PCGS.  One  of  these  coins  was  certified  as  NGC  Proof-66  Cameo. 
This  date  is  extremely  rare  in  proof  condition.  1 845  -  Mintage  of  5  according  to  PCGS. 
Only  3  coins  have  been  certified  by  both  services  with  none  of  them  receiving  the 
cameo  designation. 

1846  -  Mintage  of  15  pieces.  All  of  these  coins  are  examples  of  the  Medium  Date 
variety.  A  total  of  21  coins  have  been  certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS  combined  with  one 
of  them  receiving  the  cameo  designation.  1847  -  Mintage  of  10  pieces.  A  total  of  14 
pieces  have  been  graded  by  both  services  combined  with  none  of  them  receiving  the 
cameo  designation.  1848  -  Mintage  of  5  pieces.  Only  4  pieces  have  been  certified  by 
NGC  and  PCGS  combined  with  one  NGC  coin  receiving  the  cameo  designation.  1 849 

-  Mintage  of  8  pieces.  A  total  of  10  pieces  have  been  certified  by  both  services 
combined,  5  by  each  service.  None  of  these  coins  have  received  a  cameo  designation. 

1 850  -  Mintage  of  5  pieces.  A  total  of  5  pieces  have  been  certified  by  both  services 
with  none  of  them  receiving  the  cameo  designation.  1 851  -  No  reported  mintage  for 
this  date.  There  are  no  known  proofs  and  none  have  been  reported  or  certified.  1 852 

-  Mintage  unknown.  NGC  has  certified  3  examples  of  this  date.  1852-0  -  One  piece 
has  been  certified  as  NGC  Proof-62. 1 853  With  Arrows  -  Mintage  of  5  pieces.  A  total 
of  9  coins  have  been  certified  by  both  services.  In  addition,  NGC  has  certified  one 
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piece  as  a  Specimen  coin.  No  coins  with  the  cameo  designation  have  been  certified. 
1 854  -  Mintage  of  20  pieces.  A  total  of  26  coins  have  been  certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS 
combined.  Several  coins  have  likely  been  submitted  more  than  once.  None  of  the 
coins  have  received  the  cameo  designation.  1 855  -  Mintage  of  1 2  pieces.  5  brilliant 
proofs  and  2  coins  with  the  cameo  designation  have  been  certified.  1855/54  - 
Mintage  of  5  pieces.  A  total  of  1 0  coins  have  been  certified,  plus  one  given  the  cameo 
designation  by  NGC.  1855-S  -  Mintage  of  1  piece  that  has  been  graded  NGC  Proof- 
64.  This  branch  mint  proof  is  considered  unique. 

1856  -  Mintage  of  25  pieces.  28  proofs  have  been  certified  by  both  services 
combined  plus  7  cameo  proofs.  1857  -  Mintage  of  50  pieces.  65  proofs  have  been 
certified  plus  7  cameo  proofs.  It  is  likely  that  some  of  the  reported  coins  have  been 
submitted  more  than  once.  1858  -  Mintage  of  100  pieces.  104  proofs  have  been 
certified  plus  5  cameo  proofs.  1859  -  Mintage  of  800  pieces.  237  proofs  have  been 
certified  plus  29  cameo  proofs  and  2  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  This  is  the  first  date 
in  the  series  that  is  not  difficult  to  acquire  with  the  cameo  designation. 

1 860  -  Mintage  of  1 000  pieces  but  475  were  unsold  and  melted  by  the  mint.  205 
proofs  were  certified  by  both  services  plus  1 8  cameo  proofs.  This  date  is  rare  with  the 
cameo  designation.  1861  -  Mintage  of  1000  pieces.  According  to  Breen  only  400 
pieces  were  sold  and  the  rest  melted  by  the  mint.  This  is  a  scarce  Civil  War  proof  date. 
172  proofs  have  been  certified  by  both  services  combined  plus  only  11  cameo 
prooifs.  This  is  a  very  rare  date  with  a  cameo  designation.  This  date  is  underrated  and 
an  undervalued  sleeper  in  cameo  proof  grades.  1861-0  -  One  example  has  been 
certified  as  NGC  Specimen-64.  This  coin  looks  like  a  deep  mirror  prooflike  mint  state 
coin.  1 862  -  Mintage  of  550  pieces.  According  to  Breen,  "Many  proofs  melted  in  1 863 
as  unsold."  This  is  another  scarce  Civil  War  date.  292  proofs  have  been  certified  plus 
34  cameo  proofs.  1863  -  Mintage  of  460  pieces.  Low  mintage  Civil  War  date.  234 
proofs  have  been  certified  plus  26  cameo  proofs. 

1864  -  Mintage  of  470  pieces.  254  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  35  cameo 
proofs  and  2  NGC  ultra  cameo  proofs.  Nice  1864  cameo  proofs  are  frequently 
available.  1865  -  Mintage  of  500  pieces.  287  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  60 


1864  Proof  Half  Dollar  Certified  as  PCGS  PR64  CAM 
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cameo  proofs  and  3  ultra  or  deep  cameo  proofs.  This  is  the  most  common  No  Motto 
proof  in  cameo  condition.  1866  -  Mintage  of  725  pieces.  This  is  the  first  year  of  the 
With  Motto  type.  222  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  25  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep 
cameo  proof.  1867  -  Mintage  of  625  pieces.  247  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  52 
cameo  proofs  and  2  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  A  high  percentage  of  proofs  of  this 
date  come  with  the  cameo  designation. 

1868  -  Mintage  of  600  pieces.  254  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  34  cameo 
proofs  and  1  ultra  cameo  proof.  1 869  -  Mintage  of  600  pieces.  292  proofs  have  been 
certified  plus  20  cameo  proofs.  A  full  two  sided  cameo  proof  of  this  date  is  hard  to 
find.  This  is  a  fairly  common  proof  date  with  half  of  the  original  mintage  certified  by 
NGC  and  PCGS.  1 870  -  Mintage  of  1 000  pieces.  272  proofs  have  been  certified  plus 
6  cameo  proofs.  This  is  a  high  mintage  proof  date  but  it  is  super  rare  with  the  cameo 
designation.  It  is  a  super  sleeper  date  in  a  cameo  proof  grade!  1 871  -  Mintage  of  960 
pieces.  235  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  29  cameo  proofs  and  4  deep  or  ultra 
cameo  proofs. 

1872  -  Mintage  of  950  pieces.  236  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  31  cameo 
proofs  and  2  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1 873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3  -  Mintage  of  600  pieces. 
278  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  another  41  cameo  proofs  and  3  deep  or  ultra 
cameo  proofs.  1 873  No  Arrows,  Open  3  -  Mintage  unknown  but  2  pieces  have  been 
certified  by  PCGS,  one  of  these  with  the  cameo  designation.  1873  With  Arrows  - 
Mintage  of  550  pieces.  238  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  50  cameo  proofs  and  1 
deep  cameo  proof.  1 874  -  Mintage  of  750  pieces.  363  proofs  have  been  certified  plus 
36  cameo  proofs.  1 875  -  Mintage  of  700  pieces.  276  proofs  have  been  certified  plus 
1 0  cameo  proofs.  This  date  is  quite  rare  with  a  full  cameo  designation.  A  real  sleeper! 

1876  -  Mintage  of  1150  pieces.  339  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  54  cameo 
proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  This  is  a  high  mintage  date  but  there  are  not  as  many 
certified  proofs  as  you  might  expect.  1 877  -  Mintage  of  51 0  pieces.  230  proofs  have 
been  certified  plus  31  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  This  is  the  lowest 
mintage  proof  of  the  With  Motto  type!  It  is  a  tough  date  with  cameo  contrast.  1878 
-  Mintage  of  800  pieces.  323  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  62  cameo  proofs  and 
1  deep  cameo  proof.  1 879  -  Mintage  of  1 1 00  pieces.  530  proofs  have  been  certified 
plus  62  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  This  is  a  fairly  common  date  as  a 
proof. 

1880  -  Mintage  of  1355  pieces.  575  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  99  cameo 
proofs.  This  date  has  the  highest  proof  mintage  for  the  entire  series.  Despite  a  large 
number  of  cameo  proofs,  no  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs  have  been  certified  at  this 
time.  1881  -  Mintage  of  975  pieces.  471  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  93  cameo 
proofs  and  2  deep  cameo  proofs.  1882  -  Mintage  of  1 100  pieces.  472  proofs  have 
been  certified  plus  101  cameo  proofs  and  an  astonishing  18  were  designated  as 
deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  I  consider  this  to  be  the  easiest  date  to  locate  in  full 
cameo  condition.  I  have  seen  some  stunning  cameo  proofs  of  this  date  over  the  last 
few  years.  1883  -  Mintage  of  1039  pieces.  493  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  104 
cameo  proofs  and  6  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  This  is  a  common  proof  date  with 
a  large  number  of  cameo  proofs. 

1884  -  Mintage  of  875  pieces.  370  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  42  cameo 
proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  This  is  one  of  the  scarcer  1880s  dates  in  cameo 
condition.  It  is  a  real  sleeper  date  as  a  cameo  proof.  1885  -  Mintage  of  930  pieces. 
440  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  80  cameo  proofs  and  8  deep  or  ultra  cameo 
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proofs.  1 886  -  Mintage  of  886  pieces.  383  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  49  cameo 
proofs  and  5  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1 887  -  Mintage  of  71 0  pieces.  287  proofs 
have  been  certified  plus  56  cameo  proofs  and  6  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  A  fairly 
low  number  of  proofs  have  been  certified  for  this  date. 

1888  -  Mintage  of  800  pieces.  318  proofs  have  been  certified  plus  65  cameo 
proofs  and  5  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  1 889  -  Mintage  of  71 1  pieces.  334  proofs 
have  been  certified  plus  18  cameo  proofs  and  1  deep  cameo  proof.  This  is  another 
sleeper  with  the  cameo  designation.  True  two  sided  cameo  proofs  of  this  date  will 
command  a  strong  premium.  Several  cameo  proofs  that  I  have  examined  did  not 
have  much  contrast.  1890  -  Mintage  of  590  pieces.  345  proofs  have  been  certified 
plus  54  cameo  proofs  and  10  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs.  Despite  a  lower  mintage 
there  are  many  nice  proofs  available  for  this  date.  I  have  seen  some  gorgeous  proofs 
of  this  date  over  the  past  few  years.  1 891  -  Mintage  of  600  pieces.  31 5  proofs  have 
been  certified  plus  40  cameo  proofs.  No  deep  or  ultra  cameo  proofs  have  been 
certified  for  this  date.  Most  cameo  proofs  that  I  have  seen  did  not  have  much  contrast. 
This  is  the  last  date  in  the  series  and  another  sleeper  date  as  a  cameo  proof. 


1890  Proof  Half  Dollar  Certified  as  PCGS  PR66  DCAM 


Table  1  presents  a  summary  of  the  certified  proof  coins  for  the  collectable  years 
from  1 856  to  1 891 .  The  table  does  not  include  branch  mint  proofs  or  specimen  coins. 
This  table  gives  the  date,  total  mintage,  number  of  certified  proofs  without  the  cameo 
designation  and  the  total  number  of  cameo  proofs  of  all  grades.  The  table  shows  that 
the  1 856, 1 857  and  1 858  dates  had  the  smallest  proof  mintages  and  are  recognized 
as  the  three  rarest  dates  for  the  collectable  years.  They  are  all  considerably  more 
expensive  than  the  other  collectable  dates  but  examples  do  appear  for  sale  from  time 
to  time. 

Most  of  the  more  common  dates  with  the  cameo  designation  can  be  purchased 
for  about  a  10%  to  20%  premium  over  the  regular  proofs  of  the  same  year.  The 
moderately  difficult  dates  with  the  cameo  designation  will  usually  bring  a  premium 
of  about  25%  to  50%  over  the  regular  proofs  of  the  same  date.  The  really  scarce 
cameo  dates  can  bring  double  Grey  Sheet  and  even  more  if  they  have  strong  eye 
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Table  1 

Collectable  Proof  Seated  Half  Dollars  Certified  by  NGC  and  PCGS 


Total  Proof 

Regular 

Total 

uate 

Mintage 

rroOTS 

UanlBO  ni 

1856 

25 

28 

7 

1857 

50 

65 

-7 

7 

1858 

100 

A  A 

104 

5 

1859 

800 

237 

31 

1860 

1000 

205 

18 

1861 

1000 

172 

1  1 

1862 

550 

292 

34 

1863 

460 

234 

26 

1864 

470 

254 

37 

1865 

500 

287 

63 

1866 

725 

222 

26 

1867 

625 

247 

54 

1868 

600 

254 

35 

1869 

600 

292 

20 

A     ~J  r\ 

1870 

1000 

272 

6 

A  A 

1871 

960 

235 

33 

1872 

950 

236 

33 

1873  NA 

600 

278 

44 

1 873  WA 

550 

238 

51 

1874 

750 

363 

36 

A      "7  C" 

1875 

700 

276 

10 

1876 

1 150 

339 

55 

1877 

510 

230 

32 

1878 

800 

323 

63 

1879 

1 100 

530 

63 

A  Ci  a  r\ 

1880 

1355 

575 

99 

1881 

975 

471 

95 

A  o  o  o 

1882 

A  A  r\r\ 

1 100 

472 

119 

1883 

1039 

493 

110 

A  OO  A 

1884 

875 

370 

43 

A  OOC 

1885 

930 

440 

88 

1886 

886 

383 

54 

1oo7 

710 

287 

62 

•i  OOO 

looo 

800 

318 

70 

1889 

71 1 

334 

19 

1890 

590 

345 

64 

1891 

600 

315 

40 
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appeal.  I  have  listed  some  interesting  facts  for  Seated  half  dollar  proofs  that  I  learned 
while  writing  this  article  as  follows: 

1 .  The  total  mintage  for  the  No  Motto  type  from  the  collectable  years  1 856  to  1 865 
is  4955.  The  total  mintage  for  the  With  Motto  type  not  including  the  With  Arrows 
dates  is  20,891 .  The  Grey  Sheet  lists  both  of  these  types  in  Proof-63  at  almost  the 
same  price  for  regular  proof  coins.  The  No  Motto  proof  half  dollar  is  many  times 
rarer  than  the  With  Motto  type  and  I  feel  way  underpriced  in  this  grade. 

2.  I  have  found  that  many  of  the  coins  in  proof  cameo  holders  are  way  overgraded. 
It  is  a  real  challenge  to  find  accurately  graded  cameo  coins  with  eye  appeal. 

3.  If  the  wholesale  and  retail  price  guides  ever  publish  prices  for  cameo  proofs,  look 
for  much  higher  prices  in  the  future  for  nice  cameo  coins. 

4.  The  grading  services  began  using  the  term  cameo  only  a  few  years  ago.  I  have 
seen  and  purchased  many  nice  cameo  coins  that  were  not  designated  cameo  on 
the  holder.  I  expect  that  the  cameo  population  will  rise  a  bit  in  the  near  future  as 
collectors  and  dealers  resubmit  coins  for  grading.  I  don't  expect  a  flood  of  cameo 
coins  to  be  certified  but  I  do  expect  the  numbers  to  rise  for  the  more  common 
dates.  On  the  other  hand,  I  see  a  few  coins  with  cameo  designation  that  are  darkly 
toned  or  just  do  not  have  a  really  full  cameo  appearance.  These  pieces  will  never 
bhng  much  of  a  premium  over  the  regular  proofs. 

5.  Five  or  six  years  ago  nobody  was  interested  in  proof  Seated  half  dollars.  After  I 
started  building  my  set  of  cameo  coins,  I  suddenly  found  several  collectors  I  know 
doing  the  same  thing.  Now  I  cannot  keep  any  proof  half  dollars  in  stock.  My  new 
purchases  never  make  it  to  a  coin  show,  being  quickly  purchased  by  want  list 
customers! 

Summary 

There  are  37  collectable  dates  in  the  proof  Seated  half  dollar  series  from  1856  to 
1 891 .  This  does  not  include  branch  mint  proofs  or  specimen  coins.  If  you  choose  to 
collect  the  series  in  Proof-63  condition  you  can  complete  the  set  at  reasonable  cost. 
The  1856  and  1857  proofs  are  difficult  to  find  and  more  expensive  to  purchase  but 
there  are  no  real  high  priced  stoppers  that  would  keep  you  from  completing  the  set. 
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LSCC  Annual  Meeting 


The  35"^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  117'^ 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention 
will  be  held  at  the  Baltimore  Convention  Center  in  Baltimore,  Maryland  from  July  30'^ 
to  August  3^'^  2008.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00  am  on  Thursday 
July  31 in  Room  318  at  the  Convention  Center.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of 
the  results  of  this  year's  election  of  officers,  a  financial  report  for  the  current  club  year 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  a  vote  to  set  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  report  on 
the  new  Collective  Volume  Number  Five.  Gerry  Fortin  will  be  presented  with  his  2007 
Ahwash  Award  plaque  for  his  article  "Liberty  Seated  Dime  Survey  Results  -  The  Top 
100  Varieties"  that  appeared  in  Issue  #97  of  the  journal.  However,  the  most 
significant  event  of  the  meeting  will  be  the  induction  of  two  club  members  into  the 
newly  formed  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame.  These  individuals  will  be  recognized  for  their 
contributions  to  LSCC  over  a  period  of  many  years  and  we  expect  that  the  induction 
ceremony  will  be  given  significant  coverage  by  the  numismatic  press.  You  will  not 
want  to  miss  this  important  event! 

Other  club  business  will  also  be  discussed.  There  will  be  a  report  on  the  survey 
to  identify  the  Ten  Greatest  Philadelphia  Seated  Coins  that  was  conducted  during 
May  2008.  Plans  for  the  next  club  survey  on  Trade  Dollars  during  January  2009  will 
also  be  discussed.  The  meeting  will  close  with  a  ceremony  to  complete  the  year  long 
celebration  recognizing  the  publication  of  100  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  This 
will  be  an  important  meeting  that  pays  tribute  to  recent  accomplishments  by  the  club. 
Please  try  to  attend. 

The  Editor 

NEW  ORLEANS  RARE  COINS 

"SPECIALIZING  IN" 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE  ESPECIALLY  FROM 
THE  NEW  ORLEANS  MINT 

"Please  Check  Out  My  Web  Site" 

"I  Travel  to  Many  Coin  Shows  across  the  United  States" 

"Send  Me  Your  Want  List" 

Buy  —  Sell  —  Trade  —  Appraisals 

Mr.  Lynn  Ourso  •  LSCC  #1676 

Web  site:  www.neworleansrarecoins.com 
E-mail:  lourso@neworleansrarecolns.com 
Telephone:  (225)  937-5105 
Address:  P.O.  Box  1  •  Brusly,  Louisiana  70719 

^  ■  .  _J 
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1873  Closed  3  and  Open  3  Proof  Coinage 


While  studying  the  1873  Closed  3  and  Open  3  date  styles  for  our  article  on  date 
logotypes  in  Issue  #1 01 ,  we  looked  at  proof  mintages  for  all  of  the  denominations 
struck  during  this  year.  This  information  did  not  specifically  relate  to  our  comparison 
of  date  logotypes,  so  it  was  not  included  in  that  article.  Nevertheless,  we  felt  that 
these  proof  mintages  would  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  the  journal  so  we  have 
included  them  in  this  short  note  on  the  subject. 

The  table  shows  proof  mintages  for  1873  Closed  3  and  Open  3  varieties  for  all 
denominations  struck  during  this  year.  The  proof  mintages  in  this  article  were  taken 
from  the  64  page  booklet  with  the  title  1873  -  1873  that  was  published  by  Harry  X 
Boosel  in  1960.  He  was  known  as  "Mr.  1873"  in  recognition  of  his  work  on  Closed  3 
and  Open  3  varieties  before  they  were  well  known.  Most  of  the  mintage  figures  listed 
in  his  book  were  obtained  from  mint  correspondences  in  the  National  Archives.  A 
number  of  patterns  emerge  while  studying  the  figures  included  in  this  table. 

The  Coinage  Act  of  February  12,1 873  abolished  four  denominations:  the  two  cent 
piece,  the  three  cent  silver  piece,  the  half  dime  and  the  Seated  dollar.  All  four  of  these 
denominations  had  a  proof  mintage  of  600  Closed  3  coins.  No  business  strike  coins 
with  an  Open  3  are  known  for  any  of  these  four  denominations  but  a  small  number 
of  proof  Open  3  coins  are  known  for  the  two  cent  piece.  Boosel  estimated  a  mintage 
of  500  pieces  for  this  Open  3  variety  and  these  pieces  are  sometimes  called  restrikes. 
It  is  also  possible  that  these  pieces  were  struck  later  in  1 873  from  a  new  Open  3  two 
cent  die  because  the  mint  would  have  had  a  short  supply  of  proof  two  cent  pieces 
compared  to  the  other  base  metal  denominations. 

The  Indian  cent,  three  cent  nickel  and  Shield  nickel  were  the  three  base  metal 
denominations  that  were  not  discontinued  by  the  Coinage  Act  of  1873.  These 
denominations  all  had  a  proof  mintage  of  1100  Closed  3  coins.  Business  strike 
examples  are  known  for  both  the  Closed  3  and  Open  3  varieties  but  no  proof 
examples  with  an  Open  3  are  known  for  any  of  these  denominations. 

There  were  six  silver  denominations  from  the  three  cent  silver  piece  to  the  Seated 
dollar  and  they  all  had  a  proof  mintage  of  600  pieces  with  a  Closed  3.  The  three  cent 
silver  piece,  the  half  dime  and  the  Seated  dollar  were  abolished  by  the  Coinage  Act 
of  1 873.  No  business  strike  or  proof  coins  with  an  Open  3  are  known  for  these  three 
denominations.  Arrows  were  added  to  both  sides  of  the  date  for  dimes,  quarters  and 
half  dollars  effective  April  1 ,  1873  to  reflect  a  slight  change  in  the  weight  of  these 
coins.  Proof  coins  with  arrows  and  an  Open  3  are  also  known  for  dimes,  quarters  and 
half  dollars.  Business  strike  coins  with  arrows  and  an  Open  3  are  also  known  for  all 
three  denominations.  Since  arrows  were  not  added  to  these  coins  until  April  1 , 1 873, 
business  strike  Open  3  coins  without  arrows  are  also  known  for  the  dime,  quarter  and 
half  dollar  denominations.  No  proof  dimes  or  quarters  without  arrows  and  an  Open 
3  are  known,  but  one  No  Arrows  Open  3  half  dollar  has  been  certified  NGC  Proof-61 . 
We  believe  that  this  unique  half  dollar  without  arrows  is  not  a  regular  issue  proof  coin 
but  rather  a  presentation  piece  to  illustrate  the  new  Open  3  dies  that  were  to  be  used 
for  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  half  dollar  would  have  been  the  largest  silver  denomina- 
tion then  in  production  with  the  Silver  dollar  abolished  earlier  in  the  year  and  the 
Trade  Dollar  not  yet  scheduled  to  be  struck  for  several  months. 
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The  Coinage  Act  of  1 873  authorized  the  Trade  Dollar  but  production  did  not  begin 
until  July  1873.  No  Closed  3  coins  are  known  for  this  denomination  but  both  proof 
and  business  strike  examples  were  struck  with  an  Open  3. 

The  gold  dollar,  quarter  eagle,  half  eagle,  eagle,  and  double  eagle  all  had  proof 
mintages  of  25  coins  with  a  Closed  3.  No  proof  examples  are  known  for  any  of  these 
denominations  with  an  Open  3.  Business  strike  coins  are  known  for  the  gold  dollar, 
quarter  eagle,  half  eagle  and  double  eagle  with  a  Closed  3  and  an  Open  3  but  there 
are  no  known  gold  eagles  with  an  Open  3.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  Open 
3  dies  were  not  prepared  for  the  eagle  denomination  but  with  a  total  mintage  of  800 
business  strike  coins  it  is  likely  that  no  new  Open  3  eagle  dies  were  ever  used. 

There  are  25  proof  three  dollar  gold  pieces  with  an  Open  3  that  are  considered  to 
be  the  original  coins  used  in  gold  proof  sets  for  this  year.  There  are  a  few  known 
Closed  3  proof  coins  and  a  few  Closed  3  business  strike  coins  for  this  denomination 
but  they  are  generally  believed  to  be  restrikes. 


Mintages  for  1873  Closed  3  and  Open  3  Proof  Coinage 


Denomination 

Closed  3 

Open  3 

Indian  Cent 

1100 

Two  Cent  Piece 

600 

500 

Three  Cent  Nickel 

1100 

Shield  Nickel 

1100 

Three  Cent  Silver 

600 

Half  Dime 

600 

Dime 

600 

800  WA 

Quarter 

600 

540  WA 

Half  Dollar 

600 

550  WA 

Seated  Dollar 

600 

Trade  Dollar 

865 

Gold  Dollar 

25 

Quarter  Eagle 

25 

Three  Dollar  Gold 

0 

25 

Half  Eagle 

25 

Eagle 

25 

Double  Eagle 

25 

Bill  Bugert  LSCC  #455 
John  McCloskey  LSCC  #089 
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USCOINSNUT 


HALF  DIMES 

1872  ANACSEF-40   $65 

DIMES 

1838  ANACS  EF-40,  Small  Stars   $260 

1842-0  PCGSF-12   95 

1844  PCGSVG-8    675 

1845-0  PCGSAU-50    4900 

1849-0  PCGSF-15   245 

1851-0  VG-10   60 

1856  PGGS  VF-35,  Small  Date    60 

1878-CC  PCGSVG-8    285 

QUARTERS 

1872-00  NGCG-4   $2300 

1872-  00  NGOVG-8    3950 

1873-  00  NGOVG-8    13,000 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1871-  00  G4-G6   $395 

1872-  00  ANAOSXF-40   1900 

1872-S  G-VG   30 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1843  IOGXF-45   $775 

1844  POGSMS-62    8950 

1846  POGS  VF-35   595 

1847  POGSAU-50    895 

1848  NGO  VF-35   950 

1857  POI MS-60    4250 

1859  NGOXF-40   975 

1859-0  POGSMS-61    2375 

1860  NGOXF-45   995 

1 866  POGS  PR-65  RB,  Judd-541 ,  finest  graded    1 6,500 

1869  POGSVF-25   625 

1870-00  NGOAU-50    7500 

1870-00  POGSAU-53    9200 

1872  POGS  XF-45,  Breen  5491    525 

1872-  S  POGS  XF-45    3250 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1 873-  00  ANAOS  XF  Net  VF20,  cleaned,  very  wide  00   $2400 

1874-  00  NGO  MS-60    3200 

1875-  S/OO  POGSMS-61    7600 

1876-  00  POGSMS-61    9475 

1877  NGOMS-61    1600 


Go  to  nny  website  at  the  address  given  below  to  view  photographs  of  the  above  coins.  Move 
pointer  to  bottonn  right  corner  of  picture  and  left  click  with  mouse  to  enlarge  photographs. 

Robert  R  Guardiano  •  LSCC#1035 

E-mail:  Robert@uscoinsnut.com 
Telephone:  (631)  673-6092  between  7-1 0PM  EST 
Website:  uscoinsnut.com 

^  —  J 
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A  Summary  of  the  Seated  Dime  Survey  Data 

by 

John  McCloskey 

During  January  2006  club  mennbers  were  asked  to  report  the  Seated  dimes  in  their 
possession  so  that  the  relative  rarity  of  the  many  dates  in  the  series  could  be 
estimated.  We  received  79  census  forms  from  club  members  listing  9744  coins  in  all 
grades  from  Good  to  mint  state.  A  tabulation  of  the  coins  by  date  and  grade  was 
prepared  by  Paul  Bradley  and  published  in  Issue  #98  of  the  journal.  His  article 
included  tables  showing  the  grade  distribution  for  coins  from  the  four  mints  and  it 
contained  a  number  of  observations  on  the  rarity  of  the  better  dates  in  the  series.  This 
survey  article  was  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  literature  on  the  Seated  dime  series 
but  I  believe  that  some  additional  information  can  be  obtained  if  fewer  grade 
categories  are  used  in  listing  the  data. 

The  eight  grade  categories  listed  in  the  Bradley  tables  give  a  detailed  breakdown 
of  the  coins  in  member  hands  but  I  believe  that  the  long  list  of  numbers  for  each  date 
obscures  rarity  patterns  for  the  individual  issues.  I  have  therefore  summarized  the 
Bradley  listing  using  only  four  grade  categories  and  separated  the  listing  by 
mintmark.  The  results  are  shown  in  Table  1  below. 

Table  1 

Survey  Dimes  by  Grade  and  Mintmark 


G-VG 

F-VF 

EF-AU 

AU-MS 

IVIint 

4-10 

12-30 

40-55 

58+ 

Total 

Philadelphia 

675 

2191 

1706 

813 

5385 

New  Orleans 

429 

774 

468 

103 

1774 

San  Francisco 

239 

781 

641 

226 

1887 

Carson  City 

122 

259 

198 

119 

698 

Total 

1465 

4005 

3013 

1261 

9744 

Most  serious  collectors  of  Seated  dimes  will  strive  to  obtain  examples  in  the  EF- 
AU  category  for  their  collections.  Many  dates  in  the  series  are  extremely  rare  or  very 
expensive  in  mint  state  so  that  most  collectors  will  try  to  assemble  a  nice  set  in  the 
EF-AU  range.  This  category  accounts  for  30.9%  of  the  coins  reported  in  the  survey 
and  it  is  the  most  sought  after  grade  range  by  collectors.  But  the  most  frequently 
reported  grade  range  in  the  survey  was  the  F-VF  category  which  accounts  for  41 .1  % 
of  the  reported  coins.  In  fact  this  category  was  the  most  frequently  reported  for  each 
of  the  four  mints  that  produced  Seated  dimes.  Collectors  with  more  modest  budgets 
might  choose  to  assemble  a  set  in  this  grade  category  but  many  of  these  pieces 
represent  specimens  from  the  scarce  to  rare  dates  where  collectors  had  to  settle  for 
a  lower  grade  specimen.  The  G-VG  category  contains  15.0%  of  the  coins  reported 
but  many  of  these  pieces  will  not  be  set  coins.  They  will  often  be  duplicates  of  higher 
grade  coins  or  low  grade  examples  of  rare  die  varieties  while  many  more  will  be  coins 
purchased  specifically  for  die  emission  studies.  The  AU-58-h  category  contains 


41 


1 3.0%  of  the  coins  reported  and  includes  the  finest  specimens  reported  in  the  survey. 
These  pieces  are  coins  purchased  by  specialists  searching  for  the  best  available 
specimens,  pieces  purchased  by  type  collectors  interested  in  obtaining  quality  coins 
for  each  design  in  the  series  and  coins  obtained  by  collectors  trying  to  add  a  few  mint 
state  examples  to  highlight  their  set  of  circulated  pieces. 

Table  2  is  a  listing  of  the  Philadelphia  dates  using  the  four  grade  categories 
defined  in  the  previous  paragraph.  This  table  shows  that  the  rarest  dates  are  the  1 863 
to  1 867  issues  with  1 7  to  31  pieces  reported  in  all  grades  for  each  date.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  coins  for  these  dates  are  distributed  almost  uniformly  in  the  three 
highest  grade  categories.  The  second  group  of  rare  dates  would  be  those  from  1 879 
to  1881  with  the  reported  coins  ranging  from  30  to  45  pieces.  Here  again  the  coins 
are  almost  evenly  distributed  in  the  top  three  grade  categories.  This  pattern  is  not 


Table  2 
Philadelphia  Dimes  by  Grade 


G-VG 

F-VF 

EF-AU 

AU-MS 

Date 

4-10 

12-30 

40-55 

58  + 

Total 

1837  LD 

24 

24 

7 

5 

60 

1837  SD 

21 

16 

15 

5 

57 

1838  LS 

30 

44 

57 

23 

154 

1 838  SS 

12 

13 

25 

6 

56 

1839 

12 

31 

31 

11 

85 

1840  ND 

16 

25 

35 

11 

87 

1840  WD 

8 

27 

14 

2 

51 

1841 

16 

35 

21 

17 

89 

1842 

11 

28 

22 

10 

71 

1843 

10 

44 

33 

6 

93 

1844 

19 

18 

10 

1 

48 

1845 

12 

46 

25 

15 

98 

1846 

16 

28 

14 

2 

60 

1847 

22 

45 

22 

6 

95 

1848 

13 

35 

23 

8 

79 

1849 

15 

40 

32 

8 

95 

1850 

12 

47 

41 

8 

108 

1851 

6 

42 

29 

13 

90 

1852 

11 

39 

39 

12 

101 

1853  NA 

7 

21 

18 

6 

52 

1 853  WA 

39 

97 

72 

18 

226 

1854 

26 

41 

27 

8 

102 

1855 

4 

43 

25 

6 

78 

1 856  LD 

14 

56 

32 

9 

111 

1856  SD 

23 

51 

51 

19 

144 

1857 

13 

47 

31 

10 

101 

1858 

8 

37 

28 

9 

82 

42 


Philadelphia  Dimes  by  Grade 


VJI"V\JI 

F-VF 

1      V 1 

EF-AU 

AU-MS 

Date 

4-10 

12-30 

40-55 

58+ 

Total 

1859 

5 

26 

25 

9 

65 

1860 

6 

28 

15 

19 

68 

1861 

5 

48 

34 

15 

102 

1862 

4 

32 

22 

14 

72 

1863 

2 

5 

6 

10 

23 

1864 

2 

10 

7 

12 

31 

1865 

3 

10 

8 

8 

29 

1866 

2 

10 

7 

9 

28 

1867 

1 

4 

5 

7 

17 

1868 

10 

33 

25 

9 

77 

1869 

2 

35 

21 

6 

64 

1870 

5 

30 

25 

16 

76 

1871 

4 

42 

26 

10 

82 

1872 

9 

58 

44 

17 

128 

1873  NA 

10 

53 

39 

15 

117 

1873  WA 

14 

67 

28 

11 

120 

1874 

14 

44 

24 

10 

92 

1875 

11 

38 

41 

28 

118 

1876 

9 

32 

48 

27 

116 

1877 

10 

43 

34 

25 

112 

1878 

6 

39 

31 

16 

92 

1879 

2 

16 

11 

12 

41 

1880 

6 

12 

13 

14 

45 

1881 

5 

6 

10 

9 

30 

1882 

6 

29 

33 

21 

89 

1883 

6 

50 

41 

26 

123 

1884 

7 

29 

25 

19 

80 

1885 

1 

33 

27 

14 

75 

1886 

9 

50 

32 

32 

123 

1887 

10 

44 

33 

18 

105 

1888 

12 

33 

44 

24 

113 

1889 

12 

36 

37 

23 

108 

1890 

24 

62 

42 

28 

156 

1891 

21 

84 

64 

26 

195 

Total 

675 

2191 

1706 

813 

5385 
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repeated  for  the  rarest  dates  in  the  early  part  of  the  series.  The  1 840  With  Drapery, 
1 844  and  1 846  dimes  each  had  two  or  fewer  coins  reported  in  the  AU-58+  category. 
These  dates  had  from  10  to  14  pieces  reported  in  the  EF-AU  category  and  nearly 
twice  these  figures  in  the  F-VF  category.  In  this  case  the  rarity  of  high  grade 
specimens  has  resulted  in  a  smaller  number  of  reported  specimens  for  these  grades. 

Table  3  is  a  listing  of  the  New  Orleans  dates  using  the  four  grade  categories 
previously  defined .  The  table  shows  that  the  rarest  of  these  issues  would  be  the  1 860- 
O  dime  with  only  32  reported  specimens.  The  table  also  shows  that  there  were  at 
most  two  reported  pieces  in  the  AU-58+  category  for  the  1843-0,  1845-0, 1850-O, 
1 851  -O  and  1 860-O  dimes.  While  most  of  the  New  Orleans  dates  are  rare  in  mint  state 
the  real  test  of  rarity  can  be  found  in  the  lower  grade  categories.  New  Orleans  dimes 
circulated  freely  on  the  western  frontier  before  the  Civil  War  and  most  of  the  surviving 
pieces  show  evidence  of  heavy  use  during  this  period.  The  rarest  dates  in  high  grade 
from  this  mint  will  be  those  that  have  more  than  twice  as  many  reported  coins  in  the 
F-VF  category  as  they  do  in  the  EF-AU  category.  While  many  collectors  will  attempt 
to  purchase  specimens  in  the  EF-AU  category,  a  high  relative  frequency  in  the  F-VF 
category  will  imply  that  many  collectors  had  to  settle  for  a  lower  grade  specimen.  The 
rarest  of  these  dates  would  be  the  1860-O  dime  with  only  4  pieces  in  the  EF-AU 
category  and  17  in  the  F-VF  category.  The  small  relative  frequency  of  pieces  in  the 
EF-AU  category  indicates  just  how  rare  high  grade  pieces  are  for  this  date. 

There  are  six  more  New  Orleans  dates  that  meet  the  high  grade  rarity  criteria  with 
more  than  twice  as  many  pieces  reported  in  the  F-VF  category  as  in  the  EF-AU 
category.  The  first  of  these  would  be  the  1838-0  No  Stars  dime  with  28  specimens 
reported  in  the  F-VF  category  and  only  1 1  in  the  EF-AU  category.  This  was  the  first 
branch  mint  dime  and  most  of  these  pieces  were  used  extensively  in  commerce 
during  the  middle  of  the  19"^  century.  The  1842-0,  1843-0  and  1845-0  dimes  are 
three  more  New  Orleans  dates  with  more  than  twice  as  many  pieces  reported  in  the 
F-VF  category.  These  are  all  known  to  be  dates  that  are  rare  and  difficult  to  obtain  in 
high  circulated  grades.  The  1 851  -0  dime  satisfies  the  criterion  with  38  coins  reported 
in  the  F-VF  category  and  only  1 4  in  the  EF-AU  category.  This  date  is  not  known  to  be 
quite  as  rare  in  high  grade  but  there  are  a  smaller  number  of  high  grade  pieces  in  the 
survey  than  might  be  expected.  The  1 858-0  dime  satisfies  the  rarity  criterion  with  only 


1846  Dime  Certified  as  NGC  AU50 
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1 2  reported  pieces  in  the  EF-AU  category.  I  was  surprised  to  see  this  date  in  the  high 
grade  rarity  listing  but  it  does  have  the  smallest  mintage  of  any  of  the  New  Orleans 
dates  from  the  1850s. 


High  Grade  1842-0  Dime 


Table  3 

New  Orleans  Dimes  by  Grade 


G-VG 

F-VF 

EF-AU 

AU-MS 

Date 

4-10 

12-30 

40-55 

58+ 

Total 

1838-0 

34 

28 

11 

4 

77 

1839-0 

51 

49 

35 

9 

144 

1840-O 

26 

43 

25 

3 

97 

1841-0 

33 

60 

46 

5 

144 

1842-0 

29 

58 

25 

7 

119 

1843-0 

19 

30 

9 

1 

59 

1845-0 

46 

37 

16 

2 

101 

1849-0 

16 

43 

25 

4 

88 

1850-O 

25 

41 

22 

1 

89 

1851-0 

12 

38 

14 

1 

65 

1852-0 

16 

31 

17 

6 

70 

1853-0 

10 

32 

27 

4 

73 

1854-0 

15 

34 

27 

6 

82 

1856-0 

22 

54 

31 

8 

115 

1857-0 

12 

37 

35 

11 

95 

1858-0 

15 

27 

12 

5 

59 

1859-0 

23 

32 

27 

9 

91 

1860-O 

11 

17 

4 

0 

32 

1891-0 

14 

83 

60 

17 

174 

Total 

429 

774 

468 

103 

1774 

45 


Table  4  is  a  listing  of  the  San  Francisco  dates  using  the  four  grade  categories 
previously  defined.  The  rarest  of  the  San  Francisco  dates  would  be  the  1 870-S,  1 872- 
S  and  1 885-S  dimes  with  fewer  than  40  reported  specimens  for  each  date.  All  of  the 
San  Francisco  dates  from  1874  and  earlier  are  rare  in  the  AU-58-i-  category  with  all 
but  the  1869-S  dime  having  7  or  fewer  coins  reported.  Only  the  1 885-S  dime  with 
three  reported  pieces  in  this  category  is  as  rare  among  the  later  dates.  Three  of  the 
San  Francisco  dates  meet  the  criterion  for  rarity  in  high  grade  by  having  more  than 
twice  as  many  pieces  reported  in  the  F-VF  category  as  in  the  EF-AU  category.  The 
1 862-S  dime  had  28  specimens  reported  in  the  F-VF  category  and  only  1 1  in  the  EF- 
AU  category.  This  date  has  been  recognized  as  difficult  to  find  in  the  higher  circulated 
grades.  The  1864-S  and  1867-S  dimes  also  satisfy  the  criterion  with  a  low  relative 
frequency  of  reported  coins  in  the  EF-AU  category.  Most  of  the  later  San  Francisco 
dates  are  more  frequently  available  in  the  higher  circulated  grades. 

Table  4 


San  Francisco  Dimes  by  Grade 


G-VG 

F-VF 

EF-AU 

AU-iVIS 

Date 

4-10 

12-30 

40-55 

58+ 

Total 

1856-S 

7 

21 

15 

1 

44 

1858-S 

9 

17 

18 

1 

45 

1859-S 

15 

16 

14 

0 

45 

1860-S 

8 

29 

15 

7 

59 

1861-S 

5 

22 

20 

3 

50 

1 862-S 

7 

28 

11 

1 

47 

1863-S 

10 

26 

13 

2 

51 

1864-S 

4 

33 

10 

6 

53 

1865-S 

4 

29 

25 

2 

60 

1866-S 

7 

33 

19 

3 

62 

1867-S 

5 

32 

14 

5 

56 

1868-S 

10 

17 

12 

3 

42 

1869-S 

9 

30 

19 

10 

68 

1 870-S 

5 

17 

10 

2 

34 

1871-S 

4 

16 

15 

7 

42 

1872-S 

3 

20 

11 

3 

37 

1873-S 

12 

20 

17 

5 

54 

1874-S 

4 

18 

20 

4 

46 

1875-S 

23 

45 

49 

27 

144 

1876-S 

9 

28 

39 

17 

93 

1877-S 

7 

34 

32 

14 

87 

1884-S 

10 

26 

27 

8 

71 

1 885-S 

7 

13 

10 

3 

33 

1886-S 

4 

22 

11 

11 

48 

1887-S 

7 

44 

55 

18 

124 

1888-S 

17 

23 

31 

15 

86 

1889-S 

3 

39 

32 

10 

84 

1890-S 

9 

45 

38 

22 

114 

1891-S 

15 

38 

39 

16 

108 

Total 

239 

781 

641 

226 

1887 

46 


1862-S  Dime  Certified  as  NGC  AU58 


Table  5  is  a  listing  of  the  Carson  City  dates  using  the  four  grade  categories 
previously  defined.  The  table  shows  that  the  four  early  dates  are  by  far  the  rarest  from 
this  western  branch  mint  and  that  they  are  particularly  difficult  to  obtain  in  mint  state. 
These  dates  all  have  a  very  low  relative  frequency  in  the  EF-AU  category  indicating 
that  they  are  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  higher  circulated  grades.  The  1 878-CC  dime 
is  the  rarest  of  the  four  later  dates  with  far  fewer  examples  reported  in  all  four  of  the 
grade  categories. 

The  summary  tables  have  been  provided  to  show  that  some  useful  patterns  of 
rarity  can  be  observed  by  reducing  the  number  of  grade  categories  in  the  original 
data.  Too  many  categories  will  often  produce  random  fluctuations  that  obscure  the 
general  patterns  in  the  data. 


Table  5 
Carson  City  Dimes  by  Grade 


G-VG 

F-VF 

EF-AU 

AU-I\/IS 

Date 

4-10 

12-30 

40-55 

58+ 

Total 

1871-CC 

11 

9 

2 

0 

22 

1872-CC 

7 

14 

4 

0 

25 

1873-CC 

8 

12 

4 

0 

24 

1874-CC 

5 

8 

3 

0 

16 

1875-CC 

22 

56 

61 

37 

176 

1876-CC 

42 

84 

59 

35 

220 

1877-CC 

17 

53 

44 

37 

151 

1 878-CC 

10 

23 

21 

10 

64 

Total 

122 

259 

198 

119 

698 
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My  Search  for  Civil  War  Relics 

by 

Stan  Bartelt 

Last  Saturday  started  out  like  many  others  over  the  past  20  years  as  I  jumped  into 
my  Jeep  Cherokee  and  headed  out  to  metal  detect  for  Civil  War  relics.  I  usually  drive 
to  one  of  the  sites  where  I  have  received  permission  to  search  lots  cleared  for  new 
homes.  Although  I  live  in  a  high  growth  area  in  Cobb  County  Georgia  northwest  of 
Atlanta,  the  area  hasn't  been  immune  to  the  housing  downturn  and  newly  cleared  lots 
are  hard  to  find.  I  decided  to  return  to  an  area  cleared  within  the  last  year, 
approximately  20  acres  in  size.  It  lies  adjacent  to  a  modern  two  lane  highway  that  was 
a  passageway  for  the  Union  Army  of  the  Ohio  some  144  years  ago.  A  few  months 
earlier  I  had  found  a  dozen  dropped  Union  Calvary  bullets,  most  likely  left  behind 
from  an  overnight  camp.  Approximately  200  yards  from  the  spot  where  I  found  the 
bullets,  I  dug  up  an  old  jewelry  stick  pin.  This  part  of  the  property  was  littered  with 
debris  from  at  least  two  old  houses  that  had  been  bulldozed  down  to  make  room  for 
new  construction.  Although  it  would  be  difficult  searching  the  area,  I  felt  it  was  worth 
another  try. 

I  use  a  Fisher  1270  metal  detector.  This  particular  model  does  not  have  a  digital 
readout  which  I  believe  is  better  for  finding  relics  than  coins.  Having  found  over  5000 
Civil  War  era  bullets,  artillery  shell  fragments,  buttons,  buckles  and  other  items  of 
war,  I  have  learned  the  sounds  that  these  different  targets  usually  make.  I  generally 
don't  dig  clipped  double  beeps  simply  because  the  target  typically  turns  out  to  be 
a  nail. 

After  detecting  for  about  1 5  minutes  I  heard  a  sound  in  my  headphones  that  was 
a  quick  but  distinct  double  beep.  Giving  it  another  chance  I  waved  my  coil  back  over 
the  spot  and  this  time  a  solid  beep  resonated  in  my  headphones.  I  decided  to  dig, 
forcing  my  hand  trowel  into  the  sandy  soil  and  dumping  two  small  mounds  of  dirt  to 


1854-0  Huge  O  Quarter  Discovered  North  of  Atlanta 
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the  side  of  the  hole.  I  parted  the  soil  with  my  fingers  and  unearthed  what  looked  like 
a  quarter.  It  was  silver  and  similar  in  size  to  a  quarter  but  something  was  different!  The 
eagle  was  tilted,  unlike  any  quarter  that  I  had  ever  seen.  But  the  writing  on  the  coin 
was  in  English,  which  I  considered  to  be  a  very  good  sign.  I  turned  the  coin  over  and 
brushed  dirt  off  the  obverse  to  read  the  date,  it  was  1854.  Wow!  I  figured  that  I  had 
found  a  piece  that  might  be  worth  $50.  While  not  specifically  a  Civil  War  relic,  this  coin 
was  most  likely  left  behind  by  one  of  the  soldiers  from  that  conflict.  I  spent  1 5  more 
minutes  hitting  the  immediate  area  with  no  further  success. 

I  returned  home  and  showed  the  coin  to  my  23  year  old  son  Matt.  He  immediately 
called  a  colleague  from  work  who  was  an  avid  coin  collector.  While  I  was  mowing  the 
yard.  Matt  flew  out  of  the  house  and  yelled  at  me  to  turn  off  my  mower.  He  could 
hardly  contain  himself  yelling  that  I  had  found  an  1854-0  Huge  0  quarter  that  was 
worth  thousands  of  dollars!  After  such  an  amazing  statement  I  felt  that  I  had  to 
research  this  for  myself.  I  drove  to  our  local  Barnes  and  Noble  bookstore  and  pulled 
a  half  dozen  coin  books  from  the  shelves  and  flipped  to  the  quarter  section  looking 
for  any  Huge  O  picture  that  I  could  find.  The  Huge  O  mintmark  was  depicted  in  several 
books  including  the  official  Red  Book.  I  even  showed  the  coin  to  a  stranger  sitting 
next  to  me  and  asked  him  if  it  looked  like  the  picture  in  the  book.  After  a  few  moments 
of  study  he  answered  that  it  "sure  looks  like  it  to  me."  Needless  to  say,  my  excitement 
built  even  more  as  I  noted  the  prices  in  the  book  associated  with  the  1854-0  Huge 
O  variety.  After  almost  a  century  and  a  half  underground,  this  coin  was  in  great  shape 
with  no  visible  pitting  on  its  surfaces.  The  sandy  soil  must  have  served  to  protect  it 
against  the  harsh  elements  of  time. 

To  confirm  the  variety  identification  that  I  had  made,  I  contacted  club  President 
John  McCloskey  and  sent  him  pictures  of  the  coin  that  I  had  recently  discovered.  He 
indicated  that  my  analysis  was  correct  and  that  I  had  indeed  found  an  example  of  one 
of  the  rarities  in  the  Seated  quarter  series.  I  then  had  a  professional  photographer 
take  high  quality  pictures  of  my  coin  and  prepared  this  article  to  document  my 
adventure  in  finding  this  rare  Seated  quarter  from  the  19*^  century. 

For  more  information  on  my  coin  please  feel  free  to  contact  me  by  e-mail  at 
sabfeb@aol.com  or  by  telephone  at  (404)  431-5414. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


I  really  enjoyed  the  article  on  the  evolution  of  the  1873  Closed  3  and  Open  3 
logotypes  by  Bill  Bugert  and  John  McCloskey  that  appeared  in  Issue  #101  of  the 
journal.  I  have  long  believed  that  the  Open  3  logotypes  were  simply  alterations  to  the 
existing  Closed  3  puncheons,  even  stating  so  in  my  writings  on  a  few  occasions,  but 
the  overlays  presented  for  the  different  denominations  helped  to  confirm  this  theory. 
I  don't  see  any  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Mint's  Engraving  Department  performed  such 
work,  as  it  was  technically  possible,  and  they  certainly  had  no  further  use  for  the 
Closed  3  puncheons  if  they  had  not  been  altered  as  described. 

David  W.  Lange 
LSCC  #488 
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An  Analysis  for  the  Seated  Quarter  Survey  Data 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

During  January  2007  club  members  were  sent  a  survey  form  asking  them  to  report 
their  holdings  in  the  Seated  quarter  series.  We  received  completed  forms  from  82 
club  members  who  reported  a  total  of  5061  coins  in  their  possession.  The  coins  were 
tabulated  by  date  and  grade  and  summary  tables  were  published  by  Darrell  Low  in 
Issue  #100  of  the  journal.  He  listed  the  dates  most  often  needed  by  quarter  set 
builders  and  included  a  rarity  ranking  for  coins  struck  at  the  Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans,  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  mints.  He  also  provided  information  on  the 
average  and  median  grades  of  the  coins  for  each  date  and  compared  the  results  to 
a  previous  analysis  performed  in  1993.  A  more  detailed  analysis  for  the  232  proof 
quarters  in  the  survey  was  published  by  Darrell  Low  in  Issue  #101  with  this  analysis 
describing  the  rarity  of  each  date  by  grade. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  analyze  the  variety  information  gathered  in  the 
survey  and  to  report  on  the  relative  rarity  of  each  variety  in  the  series.  The  variety 
identification  codes  used  in  this  article  are  as  given  by  Larry  Briggs  in  his  reference 
text  "The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters" 
that  was  published  in  1991.  Most  of  the  varieties  listed  on  the  survey  form  are 
illustrated  in  the  Briggs  encyclopedia  and  specific  dies  will  be  referenced  by  their 
Briggs  code  in  the  encyclopedia. 

The  variety  data  from  the  quarter  census  is  listed  in  Table  1 .  This  listing  includes 
a  frequency  count  in  six  different  grades  along  with  the  total  number  of  reported 
pieces  for  each  variety.  In  those  cases  where  club  members  were  not  able  to  identify 
a  specific  variety  for  their  coin,  pieces  are  listed  without  reference  to  variety. 
Information  will  be  provided  to  the  reader  indicating  relative  rarity  for  varieties  by 
frequency  and  grade. 


1843-0  Large  O  Quarter  Certified  as  ANACS  AU53 
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Table  1 

LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

Total 

DATE,  VARIETY 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Proofs 

Coins 

1838 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1838,  Open  Claws 

10 

4 

10 

8 

9 

2 

0 

43 

1838,  Closed  Claws 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1839,  Open  Claws 

6 

2 

6 

10 

7 

1 

0 

32 

1839,  Very  Long  Claws 

7 

0 

8 

6 

2 

1 

0 

24 

1839,  Closed  Claws 

3 

1 

5 

3 

8 

2 

0 

22 

1840-O,  No  Drapery 

12 

13 

20 

10 

9 

4 

0 

68 

1840  New  Hub,  Drapery 

5 

5 

9 

7 

8 

3 

1 

38 

1 840-O  Drapery 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1840-O  Small  o.  Drapery 

14 

8 

7 

8 

8 

4 

0 

49 

1840-O  Large  0,  Drapery 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

11 

1841 

2 

7 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

22 

1841  Doubled  Die  Rev. 

0 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

0 

11 

1841-0 

10 

7 

13 

5 

7 

2 

0 

44 

1841-0  Doubled  Die  Obv. 

5 

2 

0 

1 

3 

4 

0 

15 

1 842  Large  Date 

2 

7 

9 

4 

8 

3 

0 

33 

1842  Small  Date 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 842-0  Large  Date 

14 

6 

14 

8 

7 

6 

0 

55 

1842-0  Small  Date 

13 

1 

6 

2 

3 

1 

0 

26 

1843 

3 

5 

10 

10 

11 

7 

1 

47 

1843-0  Small  o 

5 

7 

7 

7 

8 

1 

0 

35 

1843-0  Large  0 

17 

5 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

28 

1844 

7 

4 

10 

11 

7 

4 

0 

43 

1844-0 

27 

8 

13 

9 

10 

4 

0 

71 

1845 

6 

8 

7 

6 

6 

2 

1 

36 

1845/5 

1 

3 

6 

4 

5 

4 

0 

23 

1846 

7 

4 

5 

9 

6 

6 

1 

38 

1846/46 

2 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

0 

14 

1847 

5 

8 

6 

5 

5 

3 

1 

33 

1847  Extra  8  in  Rock 

3 

1 

5 

4 

6 

0 

0 

19 

1847  Compass  Point  Rev. 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

7 

1847  Doubled  Die  Rev. 

0 

3 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

7 

1847/7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1847/7  Doubled  Die  Rev. 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

1847-0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1847-0  Mintmark  Right 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1847-0  Mintmark  Centered 

2 

4 

5 

1 

3 

0 

0 

15 

1847-0  Mintmark  Left 

10 

8 

7 

7 

3 

2 

0 

37 

1848/1848 

4 

1 

7 

12 

5 

2 

1 

32 

1848  Triple  1,  Doubled  8 

1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

1 

0 

14 

51 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

Total 

nATC  WADICTV 
UAI  c,  VAnIt  1  Y 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Proofs 

Coins 

1849 

3 

2 

10 

4 

7 

2 

1 

29 

1 849  Compass  Point  Rev. 

1 

3 

5 

5 

4 

3 

0 

21 

1 849-0 

7 

2 

6 

5 

4 

1 

0 

25 

1850 

7 

6 

4 

4 

3 

0 

2 

26 

1850  Extra  1  on  rim 

0 

0 

2 

5 

7 

3 

0 

17 

1 850-O 

9 

3 

10 

7 

8 

6 

0 

43 

1851 

1 

2 

6 

9 

9 

3 

0 

30 

1851-0 

8 

3 

7 

4 

4 

2 

0 

28 

1852 

4 

3 

13 

3 

9 

4 

0 

36 

1 852/852 

1 

0 

4 

1 

2 

2 

0 

10 

1852-0 

5 

3 

3 

3 

8 

1 

0 

23 

1 853/53  No  Arrows 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

7 

0 

20 

1 853  With  Arrows 

29 

21 

30 

23 

19 

5 

2 

129 

1853/54  With  Arrows 

9 

6 

4 

6 

4 

2 

0 

31 

1853-0 

14 

3 

16 

12 

10 

2 

0 

57 

1853-0  Filled  0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

8 

1 853-0  Over  Horizontal  0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1854 

27 

16 

23 

23 

14 

4 

1 

108 

1854  Compass  Point  Rev. 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

8 

1 854-0 

6 

5 

10 

8 

9 

3 

0 

41 

1854-0  Huge  0 

5 

1 

3 

3 

2 

0 

0 

14 

1854-0  Crumbled  Die  Obv. 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1855 

5 

5 

11 

15 

10 

6 

2 

54 

1855  Compass  Point  Rev. 

2 

0 

4 

1 

2 

1 

0 

10 

1855-0 

3 

4 

10 

4 

0 

1 

0 

22 

1855-0  Broken  0 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

11 

1 855-S 

12 

5 

12 

11 

5 

3 

0 

48 

1856 

5 

3 

13 

7 

8 

1 

2 

39 

1856  Compass  Point  Rev. 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

0 

13 

1856  Extra  5  in  Shield 

2 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

1856/56,  Recut  South 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

6 

1856/6,  Doubled  Die  Obv. 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1856-0 

8 

9 

11 

9 

10 

4 

0 

51 

1856-S 

9 

3 

12 

5 

5 

2 

0 

36 

1 856-S/S 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

12 

1857 

10 

6 

26 

20 

8 

8 

3 

81 

1857  Compass  Point  Rev. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1857-0 

12 

5 

13 

10 

14 

5 

0 

59 

1857-S 

4 

7 

8 

8 

6 

2 

0 

oo 

1858 

8 

9 

16 

25 

5 

10 

4 

77 

1858  Compass  Point  Rev. 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

6 

1858  Doubled  Die  Obv. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

Total 

DATE,  VARIETY 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Proofs 

Coins 

1858-0 

7 

5 

12 

10 

13 

4 

0 

51 

1858-S 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1858-S  Mintmark  Right 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

0 

10 

1858-S  Mintmark  Centered 

6 

4 

12 

3 

1 

0 

0 

26 

1858-S  Mintmark  Left 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

10 

1859 

0 

3 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

8 

1 859  Type  1  Obv,  Type  1  Rev  3 

5 

4 

7 

7 

2 

1 

29 

1859  Type  1  Obv,  Type  2  Rev  0 

3 

3 

4 

3 

0 

2 

15 

1859  Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev  0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

7 

1859-0 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

3 

0 

41 

1859-S 

10 

3 

10 

5 

3 

0 

0 

31 

1860 

4 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

3 

12 

1860  Type  2  Obv,  Type  1  Rev  2 

3 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

21 

1860  Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev  1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

0 

15 

1860-O 

1 

7 

11 

11 

11 

3 

0 

44 

1860-O  Broken  0 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

0 

0 

12 

1860-S 

9 

5 

11 

4 

2 

1 

0 

32 

1861 

3 

1 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

17 

1861  Type  2  Obv,  Type  1  Rev  1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

5 

1861  Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev12 

4 

8 

14 

6 

6 

2 

52 

1861  6/6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1861-S 

14 

4 

12 

5 

3 

0 

0 

38 

1862 

10 

6 

11 

9 

7 

9 

4 

56 

1862-S 

15 

5 

8 

5 

6 

4 

0 

43 

1863 

7 

3 

8 

5 

4 

6 

4 

37 

1863  1/1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

6 

1864 

4 

2 

10 

9 

6 

5 

4 

40 

1864-S 

4 

3 

8 

2 

2 

2 

0 

21 

1865 

3 

3 

5 

5 

4 

2 

7 

29 

1865  Large  1/ Small  1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

13 

1865-S 

3 

2 

11 

6 

3 

2 

0 

27 

1866 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

7 

9 

27 

1866-S 

5 

3 

5 

7 

1 

3 

0 

24 

1867 

3 

3 

9 

3 

4 

3 

6 

31 

1867-S 

2 

5 

10 

8 

1 

2 

0 

28 

1868 

3 

4 

5 

7 

5 

4 

6 

34 

1868  Triple  1,  Doubled  8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1868-S 

11 

7 

8 

8 

5 

2 

0 

41 

53 


AG-VG    Fine     VF      XF      AU     MS    Total  Total 


HATC  \/ADICTV 
UAI  t,  VAnltl  Y 

3-11 

12-19 

An  A  A 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Proofs 

Coins 

1869 

3 

2 

10 

5 

4 

3 

6 

33 

1869  Doubled  Die  Obv. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

1869-S 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1869-S  Circular  Crack  on  Obv  3 

5 

2 

5 

2 

1 

0 

18 

1869-S  No  Crack  on  Obv. 

5 

3 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

14 

1870 

2 

4 

6 

10 

10 

4 

6 

42 

1 870-CC 

4 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

8 

1871 

5 

6 

3 

8 

10 

5 

10 

47 

1871-S 

4 

4 

2 

3 

1 

5 

0 

19 

1871-CC 

2 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

9 

1872 

5 

3 

6 

11 

3 

7 

4 

39 

1 872  Extra  8  in  Denticles 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1872-S 

4 

4 

6 

1 

2 

2 

0 

19 

1872-CC 

7 

2 

6 

3 

0 

1 

0 

19 

1 873  No  Arrows 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3 

0 

2 

5 

5 

5 

2 

6 

25 

1 873  No  Arrows,  Open  3 

4 

3 

9 

8 

6 

2 

0 

32 

1 873-CC  No  Arrows 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 873  With  Arrows 

11 

8 

7 

7 

7 

5 

5 

50 

1873  WA,  Die  Scr  in  Shield 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1873-S 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

1873-S  Small  Squat  s 

5 

3 

4 

5 

4 

3 

0 

24 

1873-S  Small  Open  s 

2 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

9 

1 873-CC  With  Arrows 

4 

2 

3 

0 

2 

1 

0 

12 

1874 

9 

5 

5 

7 

7 

6 

0 

39 

1874  Rev.  of  1872 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

1874-S  Small  Squat  s 

7 

5 

11 

1 

9 

3 

0 

36 

1875 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1875  1/1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 875  Type  1  Rev. 

8 

5 

2 

3 

4 

3 

5 

30 

1 875  Type  2  Rev. 

7 

2 

2 

7 

3 

1 

0 

22 

1875-S 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1875-SType  1  Rev. 

6 

1 

4 

2 

6 

3 

0 

22 

1 875-S  Type  2  Rev. 

6 

7 

7 

2 

5 

3 

0 

30 

1875-CC 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

0 

0 

15 

1875-CCType  2  Rev. 

6 

3 

7 

2 

3 

3 

0 

24 

1876 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

0 

0 

13 

1876  Extra  18  in  Denticles 

0 

0 

5 

2 

3 

3 

0 

lo 

1876  Extra  18  between  187 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1876/76  Recut  South 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1876/6  Recut  Inside  6 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 876  Extra  6  Between  76 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

54 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

Total 

DATE,  VARIETY 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Proofs 

Coins 

1 876  Type  1  Rev. 

9 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

25 

1 876  Type  2  Rev. 

18 

11 

8 

9 

12 

8 

0 

66 

1876-S 

1 

1 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

7 

1 876-S  Type  1  Rev. 

2 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

8 

1876-S  Type  2  Rev,  Med-Sm  s 

4 

4 

4 

2 

3 

6 

0 

23 

1 876-S  Type  2  Rev,  Med  S 

1 

0 

3 

4 

4 

4 

0 

16 

1876-CC 

3 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

14 

1876-CC  Type  1  Rev,  Sm  cc 

9 

3 

7 

3 

2 

0 

0 

24 

1876-CC  Type  1  Rev,  Lg  CC 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

0 

11 

1 876/6-CC  Type  1  Rev,  Lg  CC 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

5 

1 876-CC  Type  2  Rev,  Sm  cc 

6 

1 

8 

4 

2 

2 

0 

23 

1 876-CC  Type  2  Rev,  Lg  CC 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

0 

14 

1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Obv. 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1877 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

18 

1877  Doubled  Die  Rev. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1877  Type  2  Rev. 

13 

7 

7 

4 

10 

1 

2 

44 

1877-S 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1877-S  S/Horizontal  S 

1 

0 

0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

7 

1877-S  Medium-Small  s 

4 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

10 

1877-S  Mediums 

13 

7 

14 

6 

6 

8 

0 

54 

1877-CC 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

5 

1877/77-CC 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

8 

1877/77/77-CC 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

1877-CC  Large  CC 

8 

9 

10 

8 

5 

7 

0 

47 

1877-CC  Small  cc 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

4 

0 

8 

1878 

2 

3 

4 

2 

4 

2 

3 

20 

1878  Type  2  Rev. 

4 

3 

9 

9 

1 

5 

2 

33 

1878-S 

2 

6 

5 

1 

3 

6 

0 

23 

1878-CC  Cancelled  Obv.  Die 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1 

1 

0 

7 

1878-CC 

11 

3 

6 

7 

6 

5 

0 

38 

1879 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

13 

1 879  Type  2  Rev. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

15 

1880 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1880  Type  1  Rev. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 

1 880  Type  2  Rev. 

1 

3 

0 

3 

1 

7 

1 

16 

1881 

0 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

16 

1881  Type  2  Rev. 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

9 

1882/18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1882 

2 

2 

4 

4 

3 

5 

9 

29 

1883  Extra  83  in  Denticles 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

2 

5 

1883 

4 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6 

5 

24 

1884 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

7 

10 

29 
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UAI  C,  VAnlCl  Y 

AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

Total 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Proofs 

Coins 

1885 

0 

1 

6 

4 

3 

7 

7 

28 

1886  Mushy  LIBERTY 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

8 

1 

13 

1886  Strong  LIBERTY 

0 

0 

2 

2 

3 

0 

8 

15 

1887  Die  Scr  in  Obv  Shield 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

3 

0 

8 

1887 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 

15 

1888 

3 

1 

2 

5 

4 

4 

4 

23 

1888-S 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1888-S  Mushy  LIBERTY 

2 

0 

7 

2 

1 

3 

0 

15 

1888-S  Strong  LIBERTY 

4 

3 

5 

5 

3 

5 

0 

25 

1889 

3 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

5 

30 

1890 

6 

5 

4 

8 

6 

10 

3 

42 

1891 

18 

4 

6 

5 

10 

9 

9 

61 

1891  Extra  89  in  Denticles 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

7 

1891-0 

9 

5 

10 

6 

4 

2 

0 

36 

1891-S 

5 

6 

12 

6 

9 

11 

0 

49 

Total 

922 

623  1076 

892 

800 

516 

232 

5061 

Specific  information  on  some  of  the  important  varieties  has  been  provided  by  date 
as  given  in  the  paragraphs  below. 

1 838:  Open  Claws  and  Closed  Claws  varieties  are  known  for  this  year.  The  Closed 
Claws  variety  was  first  identified  by  Larry  Briggs  in  1 990  and  it  remains  rare  with  only 
five  examples  reported  in  all  grades. 

1839:  Open  Claws,  Closed  Claws  and  Very  Long  Claws  varieties  are  known  for 
this  date.  Examples  of  all  three  varieties  have  been  reported  in  relatively  large 
numbers  by  the  respondents. 

1840-O:  There  are  three  varieties  for  this  issue,  the  No  Drapery  variety,  the  With 
Drapery  Small  o  variety  and  the  With  Drapery  Large  O  variety.  The  No  Drapery  variety 
is  the  most  common  of  the  three  and  it  was  struck  from  two  different  reverses  with 
dramatically  different  mintmark  placements.  The  With  Drapery  Small  o  variety  is  also 
frequently  encountered  and  was  struck  from  two  reverses  with  different  mintmark 
placements.  The  With  Drapery  Large  O  variety  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  great 
rarities  in  the  Seated  quarter  series.  Its  reverse  die  is  fascinating  in  that  it  shows 
several  sets  of  hand  engraved  denticles  that  were  added  at  the  New  Orleans  branch 
mint.  This  work  was  done  to  extend  the  life  of  this  reverse  so  that  it  could  be  used  with 
a  new  With  Drapery  obverse.  This  variety  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  with  no  examples 
in  these  grades  reported  in  the  survey. 
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1 841 :  A  variety  with  a  doubled  die  reverse  shows  doubling  on  the  letters  STATES 
OF  AM .  Enough  examples  were  reported  by  club  members  to  indicate  that  this  variety 
would  be  available  to  the  interested  collector. 

1841-  0:  A  variety  with  a  doubled  die  obverse  shows  doubling  on  the  shield  and 
ribbon  and  dramatic  doubling  on  the  first  three  obverse  stars.  This  variety  has  proven 
to  be  scarce  among  examples  of  this  issue. 

1842:  The  Small  Date  variety  is  a  proof  only  variety  and  one  of  the  major  rarities 
in  the  Seated  quarter  series.  There  are  only  about  six  known  examples  of  this  issue 
and  none  of  them  were  reported  by  club  members  in  this  survey. 

1842-  0:  The  Small  Date  variety  is  known  to  be  rare  and  it  is  very  rare  in 
uncirculated  grades.  Most  of  the  reported  Small  Date  coins  were  in  lower  grades  with 
exactly  half  of  them  in  grades  of  VG  or  less. 

1 843-  0:  The  Large  O  variety  is  known  to  be  a  rare  variety  for  this  issue  and  it  is  very 
rare  in  the  higher  circulated  grades.  Seventeen  of  the  28  Large  O  coins  were  in 
grades  of  VG  or  less. 

1 845:  One  variety  for  this  date  has  the  remains  of  a  small  5  under  the  serif  of  a  large 
5  in  the  date.  This  variety  is  scarce  but  it  has  been  reported  in  all  grades  including 
mint  state. 

1 846:  One  variety  for  this  date  shows  the  remains  of  earlier  punches  within  the  46 
of  the  date.  A  ball  of  a  previous  6  above  the  lower  loop  of  the  6  in  the  date  makes  this 
interesting  variety  easy  to  identify.  A  number  of  examples  in  the  higher  circulated 
grades  have  been  reported  by  the  respondents. 

1847:  Several  interesting  varieties  exist  for  this  date.  There  is  a  variety  with  a 
doubled  die  reverse  and  another  with  a  repunched  7  while  a  third  variety  has  a 
doubled  die  reverse  and  a  repunched  7.  All  three  of  these  varieties  are  scarce.  Still 
another  variety  with  the  remains  of  an  extra  8  in  the  rock  appears  to  be  more  readily 
available. 

1 847-0:  There  are  three  mintmark  placements  for  this  issue.  The  Mintmark  Right 
variety  has  the  O  slightly  right  of  center  under  the  crotch  between  the  feathers  and 
the  branch  stem.  The  Mintmark  Centered  variety  has  the  O  centered  under  the  crotch 
between  the  feathers  and  the  branch  stem  while  the  Mintmark  Left  variety  has  the  O 
left  of  center  under  the  crotch  between  the  feathers  and  the  branch  stem.  The  coins 
of  this  issue  identified  by  mintmark  position  are  listed  in  Table  2  below: 

Table  2 

1847-0  Quarters  Identified  by  Mintmark  Position 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Mintmark  Position 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Total 

Mintmark  Right 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Mintmark  Centered 

2 

4 

5 

1 

3 

0 

15 

Mintmark  Left 

10 

8 

7 

7 

3 

2 

37 

Total 

12 

12 

12 

9 

6 

2 

53 

The  Mintmark  Right  variety  was  discovered  by  Larry  Briggs  in  1 987  and  is  still  very 
rare  with  only  one  example  reported  in  this  survey. 
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1848:  There  are  two  known  varieties  for  this  date,  the  Doubled  Date  variety  with 
doubling  showing  at  the  base  of  all  four  digits  and  the  Triple  1  variety  with  two  extra 
serifs  of  previous  1  s  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  date.  The  Triple  1  variety  was  reported 
much  less  frequently  than  the  Doubled  Date  variety. 

Compass  Point  Reverse:  Compass  point  reverses  have  been  identified  on 
Philadelphia  mint  coins  for  eight  different  years  from  1847  to  1858.  A  complete 
tabulation  of  the  coins  in  the  survey  with  these  reverses  is  given  in  Table  3  below: 


Table  3 

Compass  Point  Reverse  Quarters 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Date 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60  + 

Total 

1847 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

7 

1848 

4 

1 

7 

12 

5 

2 

31 

1849 

1 

3 

5 

5 

4 

3 

21 

1854 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

8 

1855 

2 

0 

4 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1856 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

13 

1857 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

6 

1858 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Total 

16 

12 

22 

25 

18 

9 

102 

Compass  point  reverses  have  a  circular  defect  in  the  first  set  of  vertical  shield 
stripes  just  below  the  horizontal  shield  stripes.  This  defect  is  in  the  exact  center  of  the 
coin  and  is  thought  to  have  occurred  when  the  die  was  made.  It  is  not  known  why  this 
defect  appears  on  so  many  dies  over  a  period  of  eleven  years  or  why  it  appears  only 


1849  Quarter  with  Compass  Point  Reverse 
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on  Philadelphia  mint  quarters.  This  defect  is  most  often  seen  on  1 848  and  1 849  coins 
with  1848  Doubled  Date  quarters  being  struck  from  a  reverse  with  this  defect. 
Compass  point  defects  have  also  been  identified  on  1847,  1854,  1855,  1856,  1857 
and  1858  quarters  with  clear  attempts  to  repair  the  defective  dies  on  1855  coins. 

1850:  One  variety  is  known  with  an  extra  1  appearing  on  the  rim  below  the  digit 
1  in  the  date.  The  Extra  1  on  Rim  variety  has  been  identified  for  some  high  grade 
pieces  but  this  defect  quickly  fades  away  on  well  circulated  coins. 

1 852:  There  is  a  variety  for  this  year  with  doubling  along  the  inside  upper  loop  on 
the  8,  the  bottom  of  the  flag  on  the  5  and  the  bottom  of  the  upper  arc  on  the  2.  This 
Repunched  Date  variety  was  reported  in  a  wide  range  of  grades  in  the  survey. 

1 853  No  Arrows:  All  known  examples  of  this  issue  have  the  remains  of  previously 
punched  digits  within  the  53  of  the  date. 

1853  With  Arrows:  The  popular  1853/54  variety  was  reported  by  many  respon- 
dents in  the  survey.  This  variety  clearly  shows  the  remains  of  an  upright  of  an  earlier 
4  running  through  the  center  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  3  in  the  date. 

1853-  0:  Two  mintmark  varieties  have  been  identified  for  this  issue.  The  Filled  O 
variety  has  no  opening  in  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  and  the  O  Over  Horizontal  O 
variety  shows  the  remains  of  an  earlier  mintmark  punched  on  its  side.  Both  mintmark 
varieties  are  rare. 

1854-  0:  The  Huge  O  variety  of  this  year  is  very  popular  and  shows  a  large  fat 
mintmark  that  appears  to  have  been  hand  cut  into  the  reverse  die.  The  die  shows 
erosion  on  many  of  the  reverse  letters  with  the  letter  R  below  the  mintmark  badly 
misshapen.  The  Crumbled  Obverse  variety  shows  a  badly  eroded  die  that  was 
heavily  rusted  resulting  in  misshapen  stars  and  date  digits. 

1856:  One  variety  shows  recutting  below  the  digit  5  and  within  the  lower  loop  of 
the  6,  another  shows  recutting  on  the  1  and  6  with  a  doubled  die  obverse  while  a  third 
shows  the  remains  of  an  extra  5  in  the  shield.  All  three  of  these  varieties  are  scarce 
and  difficult  to  obtain. 

1 856-S:  The  1 856-S  Large  S  over  Small  s  variety  is  very  popular  and  examples  are 
in  demand. 

1 858-S:  There  are  three  mintmark  placements  for  this  issue.  The  Mintmark  Right 
variety  has  the  S  to  the  right  of  being  centered  under  the  crotch  between  the  feathers 
and  the  branch  stem.  The  Mintmark  Centered  variety  has  the  S  to  the  left  of  being 
centered  under  the  crotch  between  the  feathers  and  the  branch  stem  but  it  is  still 
under  the  crotch.  The  Mintmark  Left  variety  has  the  S  entirely  to  the  left  of  the  crotch 
between  the  feathers  and  the  branch  stem.  The  coins  of  this  issue  identified  by 
mintmark  position  are  listed  in  Table  4  below: 

Table  4 

1 858-S  Quarters  Identified  by  Mintmark  Position 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Mintmark  Position 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Total 

Mintmark  Right 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

10 

Mintmark  Centered 

6 

4 

12 

3 

1 

0 

26 

Mintmark  Left 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

10 

Total 

10 

8 

16 

8 

3 

1 

46 

59 


The  Mintmark  Left  variety  is  a  new  discovery  since  the  publication  of  the  Briggs 
encyclopedia.  It  is  easy  to  identify  with  the  mintmark  entirely  to  the  left  of  the  crotch. 

1859  Hub  Types:  New  obverse  and  reverse  hubs  were  introduced  into  the  quarter 
series  in  1 859  and  the  dies  prepared  from  them  were  used  side  by  side  with  the  old  dies. 
Type  1  obverse  dies  have  only  a  single  tiny  vertical  stripe  fragment  on  the  shield  over 
the  E  in  LIBERTY.  Type  2  obverse  dies  have  two  strong  vertical  stripe  fragments  over 
the  E  in  LIBERTY.  Type  1  reverse  dies  have  an  eagle's  eye  that  is  negative  or  concave. 
Type  2  reverse  dies  have  an  eagle's  eye  that  is  positive  or  convex.  A  listing  of  the 
reported  coins  from  the  different  hubs  is  given  in  Table  5  below  for  the  years  1 859, 1 860 
and  1861 .  Those  pieces  not  identified  by  hub  type  are  not  listed  in  the  table. 


Table  5 

Philadelphia  Quarters  by  Hub  Type  for  the  Years  1859,  1860  and  1861 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Proof 

1859 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

60+ 

Total 

Type  1  Obv,  Type  1  Rev 

3 

5 

4 

7 

7 

2 

1 

29 

Type  1  Obv,  Type  2  Rev 

0 

3 

3 

4 

3 

0 

2 

15 

Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev 

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

7 

1860 

Type  2  Obv,  Type  1  Rev 

2 

3 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

21 

Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

0 

15 

1861 

Type  2  Obv,  Type  1  Rev 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

5 

Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev 

12 

4 

8 

14 

6 

6 

2 

52 

The  table  shows  that  both  reverse  hub  types  are  readily  available  with  Type  1 
obverses  for  1 859  quarters  but  that  Type  1  obverse  dies  are  unknown  for  1 860  and 
1861  coins.  The  results  also  show  that  Type  2  obverse  coins  are  rare  for  1859 
quarters  but  that  both  reverse  types  are  readily  available  with  Type  2  obverses  for 
1 860  quarters.  Finally,  Type  1  reverse  coins  are  rare  for  1 861  coins.  It  is  still  possible 
that  additional  discoveries  await  the  observant  specialist. 

1 860-O:  The  Broken  O  variety  has  a  reverse  with  the  lower  half  of  the  New  Orleans 
mintmark  missing.  This  variety  was  reported  in  a  wide  range  of  grades. 

1861 :  One  obverse  for  this  issue  has  the  remains  of  an  earlier  6  running  through 
the  middle  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  6  in  the  date.  This  variety  remains  very  rare. 

1 863:  One  obverse  for  this  issue  shows  the  remains  of  an  earlier  1  below  the  1  in 
the  date.  This  variety  remains  difficult  to  obtain. 

1 865:  One  obverse  of  this  issue  shows  the  remains  of  an  earlier  1  along  the  right 
side  of  the  1  in  the  date.  This  variety  was  reported  in  a  wide  range  of  grades  in  this 
survey. 

1 868:  One  obverse  of  this  issue  has  the  1  triple  punched  on  the  left  base  and  serif. 
This  is  believed  to  be  a  proof  only  issue  and  it  remains  very  rare. 

1869-S:  This  issue  comes  with  and  without  a  long  circular  die  crack  on  the 
obverse.  Both  die  states  have  been  observed  in  about  the  same  frequency. 

1 872:  One  obverse  shows  the  remains  of  an  extra  8  in  the  denticles  below  the  date. 
This  variety  remains  quite  rare. 
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1859  -  1861 

Type  2  Reverse  with  Positive  or  Convex  Eagle's  Eye 
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1873  No  Arrows:  The  Closed  3  and  Open  3  varieties  were  reported  at  about  the 
same  frequency  in  the  survey  despite  the  recognized  rarity  of  the  Closed  3  variety. 

1 873-S:  The  Small  Squat  s  variety  appears  to  be  the  more  readily  available  of  the 
two  mintmark  styles  for  this  issue. 

1 874:  Six  proof  coins  have  been  reported  from  the  proof  die  with  the  die  cut  at  the 
left  edge  of  the  shield.  Some  lower  grade  coins  that  have  been  examined  with  this 
reverse  have  been  found  to  be  circulated  proofs. 

1875:  A  new  reverse  hub  was  introduced  into  the  quarter  series  during  this  year. 
Type  1  reverses  have  wide  serifs  on  the  base  of  the  letters  TAT  so  that  these  letters 
appear  to  be  connected.  Type  2  reverses  have  short  serifs  on  the  base  of  the  letters 
TAT  so  that  these  letters  are  clearly  separated.  Both  varieties  appear  to  be  readily 
available  for  this  issue. 

1 875-S:  Examples  with  both  hub  types  appear  to  be  readily  available  forthis  issue. 
Type  1  and  Type  2  coins  appear  at  about  the  same  frequency. 

1875-  CC:  All  known  examples  of  this  issue  have  a  Type  2  reverse.  A  number  of 
coins  were  not  identified  by  hub  type  so  collectors  should  check  their  pieces  if  they 
have  not  already  done  so. 

1876:  Four  different  varieties  exist  with  extra  digits  appearing  in  the  date  area  of 
the  coins.  All  of  these  varieties  appear  to  be  rare  but  a  large  mintage  would  indicate 
that  many  pieces  have  not  been  examined  for  extra  date  digits.  Additional  examples 
of  these  recut  date  varieties  are  likely  to  surface  with  more  research  by  collectors. 
Type  1  reverse  coins  appear  to  be  more  difficult  to  obtain  than  Type  2  reverse  coins. 

1 876-  S:  Type  1  reverse  coins  appear  to  be  much  more  difficult  to  obtain  than  Type 
2  reverse  coins.  Type  2  reverse  coins  with  the  Small  and  Medium  S  mintmarks  were 
reported  in  about  the  same  frequency  by  the  respondents. 

1876-  CC:  Type  1  and  Type  2  reverse  coins  with  both  Small  cc  and  Large  CC 
mintmarks  were  reported  in  about  the  same  frequency  by  the  respondents. 

1 877:  All  known  business  strike  coins  of  this  issue  have  the  Type  2  reverse.  Some 
of  the  reported  coins  were  not  identified  by  hub  type  so  they  should  be  checked  by 
the  respondents. 

1 877-  S:  The  S  over  Horizontal  S  variety  is  very  interesting  and  it  remains  quite  rare 
as  indicated  in  this  survey.  A  large  majority  of  the  reported  pieces  had  the  Medium 
S  mintmark. 

1877-  CC:  Two  varieties  with  a  recut  77  in  the  date  are  very  interesting  and  remain 
quite  rare.  A  large  majority  of  the  reported  pieces  of  this  issue  had  the  Large  CC 
mintmark. 

1 878:  All  known  business  strike  coins  of  this  issue  have  the  Type  2  reverse.  Some 
of  the  reported  coins  were  not  identified  by  hub  type  so  they  should  be  checked  by 
the  respondents. 

1 878-  CC:  The  cancelled  obverse  die  variety  remains  quite  rare  as  indicated  by  the 
results  of  this  survey. 

1 879:  All  known  business  strike  coins  of  this  issue  have  the  Type  2  reverse.  Some 
of  the  reported  coins  were  not  identified  by  hub  type  so  they  should  be  checked  by 
the  respondents. 
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1875-  1876 
Type  2  Reverse  with  Short  Serifs  on  TAT 
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1880:  It  is  believed  that  a  Type  1  reverse  die  was  used  to  strike  some  business 
strike  coins  of  this  year.  However,  a  few  well  circulated  pieces  of  this  date  with  the 
Type  1  reverse  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  circulated  proofs. 

1882:  A  few  coins  with  the  recut  18  have  been  reported  but  this  variety  remains 
quite  rare. 

1883:  A  few  coins  with  the  extra  83  in  the  denticles  have  been  reported  but  this 
variety  remains  quite  rare. 

1886:  Coins  with  strong  and  mushy  LIBERTY  have  been  reported  at  about  the 
same  frequency  by  the  respondents. 

1887:  Coins  with  the  die  scratch  in  the  obverse  shield  have  been  reported  by  the 
respondents.  This  defect  appears  to  be  visible  on  many  coins  of  this  date. 

1888-S:  Coins  with  strong  and  mushy  LIBERTY  have  been  reported  at  about  the 
same  frequency  by  the  respondents. 

1891 :  The  variety  with  the  extra  89  in  the  denticles  has  remained  rare  with  only 
seven  examples  reported  in  this  survey. 

This  article  has  provided  information  on  the  availability  of  the  known  varieties  in 
the  Seated  quarter  series.  Some  of  the  rare  varieties  will  appear  to  be  more  common 
than  they  really  are  because  of  extensive  searching  by  variety  specialists.  However 
it  is  also  true  that  some  recently  discovered  varieties  will  appear  to  be  quite  rare  only 
because  variety  specialists  have  had  very  little  time  to  search  for  them.  Finally,  more 
serious  searching  for  varieties  among  the  more  common  dates  is  likely  to  result  in 
the  discovery  of  new  varieties  currently  unknown  to  the  collecting  community.  I 
believe  that  the  Seated  quarter  series  is  still  very  underrated  and  that  new  collectors 
will  expand  variety  collecting  of  these  fascinating  coins  from  the  19'^  century. 


WANTED  TO  BUY 

Mint  or  Near  Mint  Original  Copies  of 
Issues  #5,6  and  7  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

Paying  $15  for  each  issue  or  $60  for  copies  of  all  three. 
Harry  E.  Salyards  •  LSCC  #505 

606  N.  Minnesota  Ave. 
Hastings,  Nebraska  68901 

E-mail:  hpsalyar@tcgcs.com 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTvS™  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY    STATE   ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
1  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE   DATE   


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1849-0  Quarter  Graded  PCGS  AU-58 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  i1; 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


